In loving memory of our pastor and teacher, Msgr. James C. Brunner
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Msgr. James C. Brunner

VICTORIA - Monsignor James C. Brunner, age 79, of Victoria, passed away Friday, June 4, 2010. He was born Oct. 8, 1930, in La Grange, to the late Paul Henry Brunner and Molly Rainosek Brunner. He attended elementary school at St. Michael in Weimar. His high school education took place at St. John's Seminary in San Antonio. At the same seminary, he studied philosophy and two years of theology. His last two years of theology took place at Assumption Seminary in San Antonio. 

James Brunner was ordained to the priesthood by Archbishop Robert E. Lucey in the San Fernando Cathedral May 29, 1954.

After ordination, he accepted assignments at St. Mary’s, Nada, in 1954, Assumption Parish, Ganado, from 1954 – 1956, and St. Margaret Mary parish in San Antonio, from 1956 – 1959. 

He attended Catholic University of American in Washington, D.C., from 1959 -1960, where he earned a master's degree in educational administration. He became superintendent of Catholic Schools for the Archdiocese of San Antonio in 1960 and held that post for nine years. For two of those years, he doubled as the Archdiocesan Director of Vocations. During his tenure superintendent he led San Antonio Archdiocesan school system into state accreditation.

From 1969 to 1976, he served as pastor of Holy Name Parish in San Antonio. While there, he completed work on a doctorate in educational administration at the University of Texas at Austin on May 15, 1971. 

In 1976, he transferred to St. Philip the Apostle Parish in El Campo where he served as pastor for 12 years. On March 17, 1985, Pope John Paul elevated him to the rank of Prelate of Honor, giving him the title of Monsignor. His next assignment was to Holy Cross Parish in Bay City where he served for nearly 10 years. On Aug. 10, 1990, Bishop David Fellhauer appointed him as Vicar General of the Diocese of Victoria, a post that he held until his death. In 1997, he was made the director of pro-life activities in the Diocese of Victoria. On Jan. 14, 1998, he became pastor of St. Mary's Catholic Church in Victoria. He was a member of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulechre of Jerusalem and KJT.

Msgr. Brunner was an author, having published Encountering Christ Today, a 916-page, new and freshly written catechism for adults.  He was also a prize-winning columnist who had written over 100 articles for the Victoria Diocese newspaper, The Catholic Lighthouse. Msgr. Brunner had always been interested in adult Christian education. He enjoyed classical music and frequently attended concerts of the Houston Symphony and operas by Houston Grand Opera. He was also interested in flying, sailing, travel and photography.

He is survived by his brother, Leroy P. Brunner and wife Betty of Richardson; sister, Elaine Drozd and husband Robert of Brazoria; nieces and nephews, Michele Worrel and husband Dr. Richard Worrel of Austin, Paul Brunner of Dallas, Mary Morvan and husband Armel of Austin, Bettina Loukili and husband Ahmed of North Carolina, James J. Drozd of Houston, and Eugene James Drozd of Billings, Montana; and great-nieces and nephews, Wyatt and Anna, Lila and Alexander, and Andrew, Raquel, Kirstin, and Tristan.

His parents preceded him in death.

A vigil service was held at 6 p.m., Sunday, June 6, 2010, at St. Mary's Catholic Church, 402 S. Main St., Victoria, Texas. Mass of the Christian Burial was celebrated at 10 a.m., June 7, 2010, at St. Mary's Catholic Church with the Most Reverend David Fellhauer officiating. Entombment followed at Resurrection Cemetery.

Serving as pallbearers were members of the Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus. Honorary pallbearers were the staff of St. Mary's Catholic Church.

Funeral arrangements were under the direction of Colonial Funeral Home, 1801 E. Red River, Victoria, Texas.

