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1. The bread that the Israelites ate in the wilderness after they fled from Egypt was called (a) bagels; (b) pita; (c) tortillas; (d) manna 

2. In Roman times, the general name for the region that included Judea, Samaria, and Galilee was (a) Turkey; (b) Tel Aviv; (c) Palestine; (d) Yemen 

3. Before becoming pope, Pope Benedict XVI was known as (a) Angelo Roncalli; (b) Karol Wojtyla; (c) Albino Luciani; (d) Joseph Ratzinger 

4. The term “Four Evangelists” refers to the (a) four Gospel writers; (b) four horsemen of the Apocalypse; (c) first four Apostles Jesus called; (d) four cardinal virtues 

5. The pope who revised the calendar as we have it today was (a) Leo the Great; (b) Gregory XIII; (c) Pius XII; (d) Louis the Pious 

6. The dogma that Mary was taken into heaven, body and soul, is called the (a) Visitation; (b) Annunciation; (c) Assumption; (d) Immaculate Conception 

7. Smoke rising from burning incense, especially at the Liturgy of the Hours, is a symbol of (a) baptism; (b) prayer rising to God; (c) diversity; (d) justice 

8. “Upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it” were Jesus’ words to (a) Peter; (b) Paul; (c) Thomas; (d) Hedwig 

9. Feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, visit the sick, visit those in prison, and bury the dead are known as the (a) Spiritual Works of Mercy; (b) Corporal Works of Mercy; (c) Marks of the Church; (d) Ten Commandments 

10. “Alleluia” is a Hebrew word meaning (a) “Come, Lord Jesus”; (b) “Thanks be to God”; (c) “Praise the Lord”; (d) “So be it” 

11. The doctrine that refers to the unbroken continuity between present-day bishops and the Apostles of Jesus is known as  (a) apostolic succession; (b) the Apostles’ Creed; (c) the apostolate of prayer; (d) an apostolic delegate 

12. Of the following, the one that is not a name or title of Jesus in the New Testament is (a) Son of David; (b) Son of Man; (c) Emmanuel; (d) Son of Naphtali 

13. Ancient underground Christian cemeteries are known as (a) catacombs; (b) catafalques; (c) catechesis; (d) cenacles 

14. Thomas Merton’s autobiography is titled (a) The Seven Storey Mountain; (b) The Three Faces of Eve; (c) Six Steps to Success; (d)And One To Grow On 

15. In the sixteenth century, King Henry VIII of England broke with the pope, Clement VII, because of (a) a war; (b) a divorce; (c) a land dispute; (d) doctrinal differences 

16. The cassock, or full-length fitted robe, worn by the pope is (a) black; (b) blue; (c) red; (d) white 

17. In 1986, the Vatican approved, for the first time, a Native American language translation of most of the Mass. That language was (a) Sanskrit; (b) Hindi; (c) Navaho; (d) Urdu 

18. Of the following, the action that is not considered a sin against the Eighth Commandment is (a) gossiping; (b) lying; (c) stealing; (d) perjury 

19. A sacristy is (a) a blessed object; (b) the room for sacred vessels and vestments; (c) the red book used at Mass; (d) a penitential sackcloth 

20. In religious art, the flower that symbolizes purity is the (a) carnation; (b) lily; (c) daisy; (d) tulip
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1. (d) Manna is described as being “like coriander seed (an herb), but white, and it tasted of wafers made with honey” (Exodus 16:31). Most of Exodus 16 deals with this “bread from heaven.” 

2. (c) The Romans called the area “Palestine,” after the Philistines who used to live in that area. 

3. (d) Our 265th pope was born in Bavaria, Germany. Prior to being elected pope, he was the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, which safeguards the Church’s teachings against heresy. 

4. (a) Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are the Four Evangelists. “Evangelium” is the word for “Good News,” which is “Godspell” or “Gospel” in English. 

5. (b) Since the calendar established by Julius Caesar, known as the Julian calendar, differed by ten days from the solar calendar, Pope Gregory XIII dropped the days from October 4 to October 15, 1582, and made other adjustments. 

6. (c) Mary’s Assumption into heaven is not found in Scriptures. From an early period, however, her Dormition (“Falling Asleep”) was celebrated on August 15. Pope Pius XII officially defined the dogma in 1950. 

7. (b) We read about prayer and incense in Psalm 141:2: “May my prayer be incense before you; my uplifted hands an evening sacrifice.” Church historians note that the first evidence of the Christian use of incense appears to have been in 311, at the funeral of Peter of Alexandria. 

8. (a) These words were given to Peter (which means “Rock”) in Matthew 16:18. 

9. (b) “Corporal” refers to the “bodily” needs of human beings. The Corporal Works of Mercy are biblically based, in Matthew 25:34-40 and Isaiah 58:6-10. 

10. (c) “Allelu” means “praise” and “Yah” is the first part of the name “Yahweh.” This expression appears in the Psalms and is sung often during worship. Alleluia is not sung during Lent. 

11. (a) All of the Gospels witness to the unique group of disciples that Jesus formed: Matthew 10:1-4; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16; John 6:70. The Second Vatican Council declared that “by divine institution bishops have succeeded to the place of the Apostles as pastors of the Church” (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, n. 20). 

12. (d) Naphtali was one of the 12 sons of Jacob and thus progenitor of one of the 12 tribes of Israel. 

13. (a) Christians constructed these below-ground tombs from the second to the fifth centuries, mainly in Italy. As the burial tombs of martyrs became places of veneration, Mass was often celebrated in the catacombs. 

14. (a) Merton (1915-1968), a Trappist monk, author, and peace activist, was a convert to Catholicism. He was influenced by the poetry of William Blake and Gerard Manley Hopkins (“they sang me into the Church”). His autobiography, first published in 1948 and now published in over 20 languages, was a bestseller and remains popular today. 

15. (b) Henry VIII (1491-1547) wished to divorce Catherine of Aragon to marry Anne Boleyn, and did so. In disregarding the pope’s directives, Henry VII gained for himself the reputation as the “supreme head on earth of the Church in England.” 

16. (d) The pope wears white. Cardinals’ cassocks are red. Bishops’ cassocks usually are purple. Priests’ are black. 

17. (c) Since then, other Native American languages have been approved. 

18. (c) Stealing is a sin against the Seventh Commandment, “Thou shall not steal.” The others are sins against the Eighth Commandment, “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” 

19. (b) Priests often vest in the sacristy. In older churches, the sacristy is usually near the altar; in newer churches, it may be adjacent to the vestibule. 

20. (b) Because of its usual white color, the lily is a symbol of purity. It is often shown in pictures of the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Catherine of Siena, and St. Gertrude. The fleur de lis is a stylized form of the lily.
