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1. Spread of devotion to the rosary is traditionally associated with (a) St. Augustine and the Augustinians; (b) St. Dominic and the Dominicans; (c) St. Ignatius and the Jesuits; (d) St. Thomas Aquinas

2. Grace is (a) the same as free will; (b) one of the corporal works of mercy; (c) the help God gives us to respond to his call; (d) the name of the angel who appeared to Joseph in a dream

3. On February 14, the Church celebrates the feast day of  (a) St. Cyril and his brother St. Methodius; (b) St. Benedict and his sister St. Scholastica; (c) St. Peter and St. Paul; (d) St. Valentine

4. Regarding the Bible, the word “inspiration” describes (a) canon laws that pertain to the Old Testament; (b) canon laws that pertain to the New Testament; (c) diverse types of literature contained in Scripture; (d) the influence of the Holy Spirit on the people who wrote the books of the Bible

5. The Angelus is a devotion honoring  (a) the Incarnation; (b) the Resurrection; (c) the angels; (d) creation

6. Jews call the first five books of the Old Testament (a) the Apocalypse; (b) the Torah; (c) Intertestamental Literature; (d) the Wisdom Writings

7. The U.S. bishops (as well as the late Pope John Paul II) (a) reject the death penalty; (b) support the death penalty; (c) take no position on the death penalty; (d) insist that each state decide its own policy regarding the death penalty

8. The Gospel writer whose symbol is the winged bull (ox) is (a) Matthew; (b) Mark; (c) Luke; (d) John

9. The patron saint of television is (a) St. Catherine of Palma; (b) St. Aelred; (c) St. Otto; (d) St. Clare of Assisi

10. The Book of Genesis tells about Abraham, Isaac, and (a) Ruth and Boaz; (b) Moses and the Passover; (c) Jacob and his twelve sons; (d) Joshua and the settling of the Promised Land

11. In the Bible the symbol of hope is (a) an anchor; (b) a boat; (c) a fish; (d) a net

12. The patron saint of ecology is (a) St. Ecologus; (b) St. Augustine; (c) St. Richard the Lionhearted; (d) St. Francis of Assisi

13. The word “catechesis” is from the Greek word for (a) echo; (b) walking in truth; (c) scales over the eyes; (d) textbook

14. Of the following, the spiritual benefit that is not a Gift of the Holy Spirit is (a) Love; (b) Wisdom; (c) Knowledge; (d) Fear of the Lord

15. The liturgical calendar of Sunday readings follows a (a) two-year cycle; (b) three-year cycle; (c) four-year cycle; (d) five-year cycle

16. A Doctor of the Church is (a) a saint who was a physician; (b) a saint who was a professor; (c) a person with a Ph.D. who teaches at a Catholic university; (d) a saint designated as wise, holy, and learned, and a source of sound teaching

17. A narthex is (a) the head of the Swiss Guard; (b) an observation tower at the pope’s summer retreat; (c) the pope’s personal assistant; (d) vestibule to a church

18. The Old Testament book called Ecclesiasticus in some translations is known as (a) Sirach; (b) Psalms; (c) Jeremiah; (d) Esther

19. “Good News” is a literal translation of (a) epistle; (b) revelation; (c) gospel; (d) exodus

20. The one Gospel that differs most from the other three is (a) Matthew; (b) Mark; (c) Luke; (d) John
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1. (b) The rosary is the best-known Catholic private devotion. Pope John Paul II added the Luminous Mysteries to the traditional Joyful, Sorrowful, and Glorious Mysteries, reflecting the life of Jesus and Mary.

2. (c) “Grace is favor, the free and undeserved help that God gives us to respond to his call to become children of God, adoptive sons, partakers of the divine nature and of eternal life. Grace is a participation in the life of God” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 1996-1997).

3. (a) St. Cyril (827-869), with his brother St. Methodius (815-884), translated many works for the Bulgarians, Russians, Serbs, and Ukrainians. They are known as “Apostles of the Slavs” and patron saints of Europe.

4. (d) As a result of inspiration, the Bible teaches us the truths necessary for our salvation. “‘For Holy Mother Church, relying on the faith of the apostolic age, accepts as sacred and canonical the books of the Old and the New Testaments, whole and entire, with all their parts, on the grounds that, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they have God as their author and have been handed on as such to the Church herself’” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 105). 

5. (a) The Angelus comes from Angelus Domini, which means “Angel of the Lord,” the phrase that begins the prayer: “The angel of the Lord declared to Mary, and she conceived of the Holy Spirit.” Traditionally, church bells tolled the Angelus three times a day: 6:00 a.m., noon, and 6:00 p.m. 

6. (b) “Torah” is Hebrew for “instruction” or “teaching.” These first five books of the Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) are also known as the “Pentateuch,” which means “five parts” in Greek.

7. (a) The U.S. bishops’ rejection of the death penalty has grown stronger over recent decades. It is part of the pro-life “seamless garment of life” ethic, first proposed by Cardinal Joseph Bernardin in 1983.

8. (c) Some scholars suggest that this symbol represents Luke because his Gospel contrasts the Temple sacrifice of the Old Testament, which included the slaughter of livestock, with the sacrifice of Jesus in the New Testament. Matthew’s symbol is the winged man; Mark’s symbol is the winged lion; John’s symbol is the eagle.

9. (d) Clare of Assisi (1194-1253) is the foundress of the Order of Poor Ladies (the Poor Clares). She had a special ability to see distant events and places.

10. (c) The Book of Genesis ends with Jacob and his eleven sons going down to the safety of Egypt at the royal request of Jacob’s son Joseph, who had been sold into slavery by his brothers.

11. (a) The symbolism comes from Hebrews 6:19, which refers to hope as “a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul.”

12. (d) St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) is famous for his love of animals and his love of peace. Many parishes hold a Blessing of the Animals on his feast day, October 4.

13. (a) The word reminds us that instruction in the faith was first oral, and that the Gospels were originally “proclaimed.”

14. (a) Traditionally based on Isaiah 11:2-3, the Gifts of the Holy Spirit are Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and Fear of the Lord.

15. (b) The primary Gospel readings during cycle A are from Matthew. Cycle B Gospel readings are from Mark. Cycle C Gospel readings are from Luke. Readings from the Gospel of John are read throughout the year. We are currently in cycle A. 

16. (d) This title is officially conferred by a pope or a general council. Three women—St. Teresa of Ávila, St. Catherine of Siena, and St. Thérèse of Lisieux—have been named Doctors of the Church.

17. (d) One passes through the narthex, often called the “lobby” or “vestibule,” before entering the main interior of a church. 

18. (a) The Book of Sirach is not accepted as canonical by Protestants and Jews, but is included in the Catholic canon. It is part of the Wisdom literature of the Bible, offering advice for daily living.

19. (c) God-spel is the Anglo-Saxon translation of the Greek evangelion or “Good News.”

20. (d) Matthew, Mark, and Luke have so many similarities that we call them “Synoptic,” a word from the Greek word meaning “view together.” John’s Gospel is very different when compared to the first three Gospels.
