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1. The soldiers who protect the pope are called (a) the Papal Patrol; (b) the Italian Papagalli; (c) the Swiss Guard; (d) Pontifexes

2. The Italian-born nun who was the first American citizen to be canonized was (a) Mother Elizabeth Seton; (b) Mother Frances Cabrini; (c) Mother Katharine Drexel; (d) Mother Angelica

3. Cephas, one of Jesus’ apostles, is better known to us as (a) Peter; (b) James; (c) Paul; (d) Barnabas

4. The mystery of the rosary that does not belong among the Joyful Mysteries is (a) the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple; (b) the Descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost; (c) the Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth; (d) the Finding of Jesus among the Rabbis in the Temple

5. The shortest of the Gospels is (a) Matthew; (b) Mark; (c) Luke; (d) John

6. The administrative office of a diocese is known as a (a) shrine; (b) chancery; (c) rectory; (d) refectory

7. The Hebrew name for the first five books of the Bible is  (a) Torah; (b) Prophets; (c) Writings; (d) Apocalypse

8. St. Nicholas of Myra is (a) the inspiration for Santa Claus; (b) the patron saint of children; (c) the patron saint of pawnbrokers; (d) all of the above

9. According to Scripture, the first Christian martyr was (a) St. Paul; (b) St. Priscilla; (c) St. Stephen; (d) St. Ignatius of Antioch

10. A canonized Dominican lay brother from Peru, known for his humble work as a barber and healer, is (a) Savonarola; (b) Hernan Cortez; (c) Pierre Touissant; (d) Martin de Porres

11. The Jewish holiday that celebrates events in the life of the Maccabees is (a) Hanukkah; (b) Yom Kippur; (c) Rosh Hashana; (d) Passover

12. A Christmas Hispanic custom in which “Joseph” and “Mary” lead a house-to-house procession seeking shelter is called (a) the piñata; (b) las Posadas; (c) Seder; (d) cumpleaños

13. In the Bible, “Zion” is another word for (a) Eden; (b) hell; (c) the Old Testament; (d) Jerusalem

14. Of the names listed below, the one who is not acknowledged as an Old Testament prophet is (a) Jeremiah; (b) Isaiah; (c) Levi; (d) Ezekiel

15. Mary’s freedom from sin from the moment she was conceived in her mother’s womb is the dogma of the (a) Assumption; (b) Ascension; (c) Annunciation; (d) Immaculate Conception

16. The Church celebrates the birthday of Mary on (a) September 8; (b) December 8; (c) March 25; (d) July 4

17. The famous statue of Jesus on top of a mountain 14,000 feet above sea level, between Argentina and Chile, is known as          (a) Panis Angelicus; (b) Christ of the Andes; (c) the Risen Lord; (d) Chi Rho

18. A ciborium is a (a) vessel used for hosts at Mass; (b) goblet used for wine at Mass; (c) distinctive hat worn by the pope; (d) Muslim call to prayer

19. The Gospel writer whose symbol is a winged ox is (a) Luke; (b) Mark; (c) Peter; (d) Timothy

20. The last Sunday of the liturgical year is called the feast of (a) the Annunciation; (b) Thanksgiving; (c) Advent; (d) Christ the King
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1. (c) The Swiss Guard, organized in 1505, is responsible for safeguarding the pope during his public appearances. The uniform of the Swiss Guard was designed by Michelangelo.

2. (b) St. Frances Xavier Cabrini (1850-1917), foundress of the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, overcame many obstacles to set up schools, orphanages, and hospitals for Italian immigrants to the U.S. Her feast day is December 22.

3. (a) Cephas is the Aramaic word for “the rock,” the nickname given to Simon Peter in John 1:42. Petros is its Greek form.

4. (b) Pentecost (see Acts 2:1-41) belongs among the Glorious Mysteries. The remaining two Joyful Mysteries are the Annunciation (see Luke 1:26-38) and the Nativity (see Luke 2:1-20).

5. (b) Mark’s Gospel is the shortest. Biblical scholars consider the Gospel of Mark to be the oldest of the four Gospels, written between 65 and 70 AD. 

6. (b) The business of running a diocese takes place in its chancery. Under the direction of the bishop or his appointed representative, the chancery handles all the documents that concern the official business of the diocese. 

7. (a) Jews venerate the Torah (which means “the Teaching”) with special honor. Catholics sometimes refer to these same five books as the “Pentateuch” (“the Five”). In a wider sense, the Torah also refers to all teachings of Judaism.

8. (d) This fourth-century bishop was known for his holiness and charity, which included his gift of three bags of gold to three dowry-less sisters. His feast day is December 6.

9. (c) St. Stephen, a deacon, is stoned to death in Acts 7: 54-60. Like Jesus, he prayed for the forgiveness of his assailants. St. Stephen’s feast day is December 26.

10. (d) “Only a poor mulatto” in his own estimation, St. Martin de Porres (1579-1639) served the outcasts, established an orphanage, and ran a clinic for the sick. His feast day is November 3.

11. (a) Celebrated in December, Hanukkah is an eight-day festival that commemorates the miracle of the multiplication of lamp oil after the Maccabees cleansed the Temple from defilement (see 1 Maccabees 4:36-59).

12. (b) After many rejections, the two “Galileans,” Mary and Joseph, are welcomed into someone’s house (the “posada” or inn) with much festivity.

13. (d) Zion, also known as the “city of David,” is the name of the hill on which Jerusalem was built. The two words—Zion and Jerusalem—are often used interchangeably.

14. (c) Levi is one of the 12 sons of Jacob. He is the one for whom the priestly tribe of Levi is named. 

15. (d) According to early tradition, Mary’s mother’s name was Anne (or Hannah). However, she is not named in the Scriptures. (Nor is the name of Mary’s father mentioned in Scripture. According to tradition, he was called Joachim.) Many people erroneously confuse Mary’s Immaculate Conception with the virgin birth of Jesus.

16. (a) Mary’s birthday is celebrated on September 8, nine months after the celebration of her Immaculate Conception (December 8).

17. (b) The statue, dedicated in March 1904, commemorates the peaceful settlement of a nineteenth-century conflict between the two Latin American countries.

18. (a) The vessel is also used to hold the reserved hosts in the tabernacle.

19. (a) The winged ox is the symbol of St. Luke because of his emphasis on Jesus’ sacrificial priesthood. The winged symbols for the four Evangelists—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—are based on biblical visions recounted in Ezekiel 1:4-10 and Revelation 4:6-9.

20. (d) The glorious triumph of Christ’s kingship is emphasized on the last Sunday of the Church year.

