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1. Two or more priests saying Mass together are called (a) prelates; (b) concelebrants; (c) conclaves; (d) periti

2. Cremation (a) is forbidden by the Catholic Church; (b) was practiced by Jews of the ancient Near East; (c) is acceptable only if the ashes are strewn over water; (d) is accepted by the Church although traditional burial is preferred

3. A religion that does not revere the Old Testament as God’s holy word is (a) Christianity; (b) Judaism; (c) Islam; (d) Buddhism

4. Pope John Paul II was born in (a) Lithuania; (b) Italy; (c) Poland; (d) Germany

5. The color of liturgical vestments that symbolizes hope is (a) green; (b) red; (c) violet; (d) gold

6. The special promise or agreement between God and God’s people is called a (a) covenant; (b) pact; (c) truce; (d) deal

7. The Latin term for “peace” is (a) credo; (b) pax; (c) agnus dei; (d) sanctus

8. The thriving Protestant ecumenical community in France well-known for its use of chant is the (a) Taize community; (b) Unitarian Universalist Foundation; (c) World Council of Churches; (d) Mormon Tabernacle Choir

9. The woman in the Bible who was upset because her sister listened to Jesus instead of helping her fix dinner was (a) Mary Magdalen; (b) Martha; (c) Ruth; (d) Mary Cleophas

10. The words “Sangre de Cristo” mean (a) Blood of Christ; (b) Body of Christ; (c) Church of Christ; (d) Holiness of Christ

11. The Greek letters used to symbolize God’s eternity are (a) phi and beta; (b) sigma and delta; (c) alpha and omega; (d) zêta and êta

12. Of the following, the one who is not considered as a Major Prophet is (a) Isaiah; (b) Jeremiah; (c) Ezekiel; (d) Malachi

13. The term “bar,” as in Peter’s name (“Simon bar Jonah”) means (a) son of; (b) from the city of; (c) member of the tribe of Judah; (d) attorney at law

14. St. Augustine was converted to Christianity by the Father of the Church named St. (a) Bernard of Clairvaux; (b) Dominic; (c) Ambrose; (d) Simon Stylites

15. The name for a major gathering of bishops which is not a full ecumenical council is a (a) synod; (b) snood; (c) conclave; (d) concatenation

16. The feast usually celebrated on the Sunday after Christmas is called the feast of (a) the Three Kings; (b) the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph; (c) St. Wenceslaus; (d) St. Stephen

17. The custom of using an Advent wreath originated with (a) German Lutherans; (b) New England Puritans; (c) Byzantine Ukrainians; (d) Greek Orthodox

18. Catacombs were (a) underground networks of burial chambers; (b) used extensively by early Christians; (c) often places used to celebrate Mass venerating martyrs; (d) all of the above

19. On the last Sunday of the Church year, we celebrate the feast of (a) Our Lord Christ the King; (b) the Assumption; (c) the Transfiguration; (d) the Annunciation of the Lord

20. The Blessed Virgin Mary is the patroness of the United States under the title (a) Our Lady of Lourdes; (b) Theotokos; (c) Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception; (d) Our Lady of Medjugorje
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1. (b) A concelebrant is someone who celebrates “with” someone else (the Latin is con or cum).

2. (d) The Church used to prohibit cremation because certain anti-Christian groups promoted it as a way of rejecting belief in the resurrection. These groups no longer exist, so the funeral ritual now has explicit ceremonies for cremation. Ashes should be buried, however.

3. (d) Judaism, Christianity, and Islam all look to Abraham as the “father” of their faith and honor most of the same Old Testament Scriptures. Buddhism was founded in the sixth century b.c. in India.

4. (c) Karol Joseph Wojtyla, who would be the future Pope John Paul II, was born on May 18, 1920, in Wadowice, Poland.

5. (a) Green is the color of the vestments of Ordinary Time.

6. (a) God’s covenant with Abraham was unconditional but both the covenant with Moses on Mt. Sinai and the New Testament covenant in Christ’s blood brought forth a people of God surrendered to his love.

7. (b) Pax is Latin for “peace.”

8. (a) Founded by Brother Roger Schutz in 1940, the Taize community has produced music popular with Protestants and Catholics alike.

9. (b) St. Martha, whose feast day is July 29, is popular with housewives who easily identify with her words in Luke 10:40.

10. (a) Sangre de Cristo is Spanish for “Blood of Christ.”

11. (c) Alpha, the first letter of the Greek alphabet, and omega, the last, give the idea that God is both the beginning and the end of all things.

12. (d) Malachi is both the last book of the Minor Prophets and the last book of the Old Testament.

13. (a) Bar is the Aramaic equivalent of the Hebrew ben which means “son of.”

14. (c) Ambrose (337-397) was bishop of Milan and the author of many writings for which he was named Doctor of the Church.

15. (a) There also can be diocesan synods, or official gatherings of clergy, religious, and lay representatives from throughout a diocese.

16. (b) The feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph is celebrated on the Sunday between Christmas and New Year. The Holy Family is a model of faith and love for all Catholic families.

17. (a) This Lutheran custom, began in Germany in the Middle Ages, had become a Catholic custom as well by the year 1500.

18. (d) Prehistoric volcanic activity around Rome provided a strong porous subsoil perfect for underground burial networks. Several hundred miles of catacombs exist in Rome today.

19. (a) The feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King is celebrated on the last Sunday of the Church year. This year, that date is Sunday, November 21. The following Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent, which is the beginning of a new Church year.

20. (c) In 1846 the Sixth Provincial Council of Baltimore put the United States under the patronage of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception.
