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1. The famous words of the angel Gabriel to Mary at the Annunciation were (a) “Glory to God in the highest!”; (b) “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you!”; (c) “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!”; (d) “Lord, I am not worthy”

2. An elaborate gold vessel used to display the Eucharist at benediction or during a procession is called a (a) chalice; (b) monstrance; (c) stole; (d) cruet

3. The pope who gave his name to a popular egg dish was (a) Benedict XIII; (b) Boniface IX; (c) John Paul II; (d) John XXIII

4. The custom of having a nativity scene at Christmas (a) originated with St. Francis of Assisi; (b) started in the thirteenth century; (c) began near the Italian town of Grecchio; (d) all of the above

5. In the Middle Ages many people went on pilgrimages because (a) border crossings were easier in those days; (b) pilgrimages were acts of devotion, a means of asking for a saint’s intercession, or a substitute for harsh penances; (c) pilgrimages were trendy after Chaucer wrote Canterbury Tales; (d) bishops were partial to them

6. On the liturgical calendar, Mary’s birthday is celebrated on September 8 because (a) that date is nine months after the feast of the Immaculate Conception; (b) a pope wanted Mary’s birthday celebrated on the date of his own birthday; (c) the Church needed a Marian feast in the fall; (d) none of the above

7. The name Emmanuel means (a) Holy God, we praise thy name; (b) God is with us; (c) Savior of the world; (d) Hark the herald, angels sing

8. The famous University of Notre Dame located outside of South Bend, Indiana, was founded by (a) Peter Lombard; (b)John Neumann; (c) Francis Xavier; (d) Edward F. Sorin

9. St. Nicholas (fourth century) is the patron saint of (a) children; (b) sailors; (c) pawnbrokers; (d) all of the above

10. Mohammed, prophet and founder of Islam, was born (a) in present-day Israel; (b) within 100 years of Jesus; (c) in the sixth century; (d) in the twelfth century

11. “Adeste Fideles” is the Latin name for the popular Christmas carol, (a) “O Come, All Ye Faithful”; (b) “O Little Town of Bethlehem”; (c) “Silent Night”; (d) “Hark the Herald, Angels Sing”

12. The Church Father who single-handedly translated the Bible from its original Greek and Hebrew into Latin was St.  (a) Julian of Norwich; (b) Benedict; (c) Jerome; (d) Thomas More

13. The Dead Sea Scrolls were first discovered at Qumran in the (a) 1850s; (b) 1920s; (c) 1940s; (d) 1990s

14. The literal meaning of the word “Eucharist” is (a) faith; (b) hope; (c) thanksgiving; (d) generosity

15. The sign that the Blessed Sacrament is present in a tabernacle is (a) a red, burning lamp; (b) flowers; (c) candlesticks; (d) statues

16. The Bible tells us that in the desert, John the Baptist ate (a) date-nut bread; (b) loaves and fishes; (c) yogurt; (d) grasshoppers and wild honey

17. Advent’s traditional liturgical color is (a) red; (b) green; (c) violet; (d) black

18. Devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe honors the Blessed Mother in her appearance (a) to Juan Diego, an Aztec convert; (b) near Mexico City; (c) in the sixteenth century; (d) all of the above

19. The first Native American to be beatified (the step before becoming a saint) was (a) Geronimo; (b) Chief Red Cloud; (c) Kateri Tekakwitha; (d) Apache Dan

20. The Gutenburg Bible of 1452-1456 (a) was printed in Latin; (b) is sometimes called the 42-line Bible; (c) was printed with movable type; (d) all of the above
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1. (b) This and the second line of the Hail Mary are found in Luke’s Gospel (1:28, 42).

2. (b) The Latin root of this word simply means “to show,” as in the word “demonstrate.” Some monstrances have gold rays like the sun around the host.

3. (a) “Eggs Benedict” (consisting of eggs, hollandaise sauce and other ingredients) was a favorite breakfast dish of Pope Benedict XIII during the years of his papacy (1724-1730).

4. (d) Christmas 1223, Francis arranged for a real-life nativity scene. The town of Grecchio gave us our word “creche.” 

5. (b) The Old Testament mentions pilgrimages to Bethel as well as to other places. Christians still make pilgrimages to venerate the holy places of Jesus’ life, or the lives of the saints, or the locations of miracles. Prayer and penance are aspects of pilgrimages of any age.

6. (a) The Immaculate Conception (December 8) refers to Mary being conceived without sin in her mother’s womb. Some Catholics confuse this with the Virgin Birth of Jesus.

7. (b) See Matthew 1:23. By taking on human flesh, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity became “God with us” in a new way.

8. (d) He was a priest of the Congregation of Holy Cross. Notre Dame, named for Our Lady, was founded in 1842.

9. (d) St. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, is supposed to have given three bags of gold to three daughters who needed dowries, which is why a pawnbroker’s sign has three gold balls. We celebrate his feast day on December 6.

10. (c) Mohammed (570-632) received the Koran, the holy Scriptures of Islam, from Allah (the Muslim name for God) in 610. The word “Islam” is Arabic for “submission to God’s will.” 

11. (a) Before Vatican II, most people knew both the Latin and the English versions of “O Come All Ye Faithful.”

12. (c) Jerome lived from 345-420. His translation has had a profound influence on the Church. 

13. (c) The Qumran scrolls are thought to be the remains of the library of a Jewish “monastic” community called Essenes. These scrolls have enriched biblical studies enormously.

14. (c) The word is a direct borrowing from the Greek.

15. (a) The red, burning lamp is called the “sanctuary lamp.” It reminds us of the Real Presence of Jesus in the tabernacle.

16. (d) See Matthew 3:4. Some translations say “locusts” for grasshoppers. Locusts were not an uncommon food at the time.

17. (c) During Advent, violet reminds us that we are awaiting a King. During Lent, the color reminds us of penance.

18. (d) Juan Diego himself was recently canonized. Our Lady’s image on his tilma (or cloak) can still be seen. In the United States, we celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 

19. (c) Blessed Kateri (1656-1680) was a young Mohawk girl who converted to Christianity, and who cared for the sick and the aged. She lived a life of penance and prayer and was known for her great holiness. Her feast day is July 14.

20. (d) Johannes Gutenberg’s astonishing contribution to civilization was the invention and manufacture of moveable types for each letter of the alphabet. Most of its pages contain two columns of type, each 42 lines long.

