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1. The initials A.D. (a) stand for Anno Domini; (b) mean “the year of our Lord” in Latin; (c) were popularized by St. Bede the Venerable to denote the Christian era ; (d) all of the above

2. Jesus was baptized in (a) the Sea of Galilee; (b) the Red Sea; (c) the River Jordan; (d) the Temple fountain

3. The Old Testament patriarch commonly called “the father of our faith” is (a) Abraham; (b) Isaac; (c) Jacob; (d) Isaiah

4. Of the following virtues, the one that is not spoken of as a “cardinal” (or essential) virtue is (a) faith; (b) love; (c) silence; (d) hope

5. “Blessed are the meek for they shall...” (a) be comforted; (b) inherit the earth; (c) be persecuted; (d) be satisfied

6. A person who reads the Scriptures (except for the Gospel) at Mass is called (a) a nave; (b) an altar server; (c) a lectionary; (d) a lector

7. If you find a lost object, the Church teaches that (a) you should leave it where you found it; (b) it’s “finders keepers”; (c) you should make an effort to return it to its rightful owner; (d) you should give it to charity

8. The walls of Jericho fell down after Joshua’s siege of (a) seven days; (b) seven weeks; (c) seven months; (d) seven years

9. Of the following, the person who is not named a Doctor of the Church is St. (a) Thomas Aquinas; (b) Augustine; (c) Teresa of Ávila; (d) Pio of Pietrelcina

10. The Old Testament book that tells of Noah and the Flood is (a) Genesis; (b) Exodus; (c) Ezekiel; (d) Ruth

11. The Council of Trent, which dealt with the Protestant Reformation, took place in (a) 431 A.D.; (b) 1066 A.D.; (c) 1545-1563 A.D.; (d) 1869-1870 A.D.

12. The formal prayer of the Church called “Vespers” is also known as (a) Forty Hours; (b) Evening Prayer; (c) Morning Prayer; (d) Benediction

13. The Old Testament mother of the twins Jacob and Esau was  (a) Sarah; (b) Rebecca; (c) Jezebel; (d) Eve

14. The church where a bishop ordinarily celebrates the sacraments is called a (a) cathedral; (b) praesidium; (c) deanery; (d) magisterium

15. The Holy Father is (a) Vicar of Christ; (b) the Bishop of Rome; (c) head of state of Vatican City; (d) all of the above

16. The Apostle who was a tax collector was (a) Matthew; (b) Bartholomew; (c) James; (d) Jude

17. The co-founder of the Catholic Worker Movement and tireless champion of social justice and peace was (a) Nicholas Nickleby; (b) John Henry Cardinal Newman; (c) Frances Xavier Cabrini; (d) Dorothy Day

18. The Catholic monk who discovered the laws of heredity that became the basis of the study of genetics was (a) James Watson; (b) Galileo Galilei; (c) Gregor Mendel; (d) Louis Pasteur

19. In the 1500s, the Spanish military conquerors of Florida, Mexico, Peru, and other parts of the New World were called (a) Conquistadors; (b) matadors; (c) Labradors; (d) Franciscans

20. The Nicene Creed, which we recite at Mass every Sunday, dates from (a) 44 B.C.; (b) 325 A.D.; (c) 1066 A.D.; (d) 1870 A.D.
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1. (d) St. Bede the Venerable (673-735) is credited with spreading the use of these initials.

2. (c) See Matthew 3:13-17 for an account of the Baptism of the Lord.

3. (a) Judaism and Islam also look to Abraham as their “father of faith.”

4. (c) The word “cardinal” comes from the Latin word for “hinge.” Thus, all the other virtues “hinge” on faith, hope, and love.

5. (b) This is one of the Beatitudes given in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5.

6. (d) The word “lector” in Latin literally means “a reader.”

7. (c) The Catechism of the Catholic Church calls “the deliberate retention of objects lost” a sin against the seventh commandment (see #2409).

8. (a) For the complete story of the fall of Jericho, see the Book of Joshua, chapter 6.

9. (d) Padre Pio, now St. Pio, was canonized on June 16, 2002. The others are officially Doctors or “Teachers” of the Church.

10. (a) The story of the Flood is found in Genesis 7-9.

11. (c) The Reformation and Counter Reformation took place in the 1500s.

12. (b) The word “Vesper” means “Evening” in Latin. Evening Prayer is part of the Liturgy of the Hours, which laypeople are encouraged to pray along with priests and religious.

13. (b) See Genesis 25 for the story of the birth of these feuding sons of Rebecca and Isaac.

14. (a) The Greek word cathedra means “chair” or “seat.”

15. (d) all of the above. Vicar of Christ is more expressive of his supreme headship of the Church on earth, which he bears in virtue of the commission of Christ and the vicarial power derived from Jesus; the Bishop of Rome is the bishop of the Holy See, more often referred to in the Catholic tradition as the Pope; the Pope is the head of state of Vatican City, which is a city-state that came into existence only in 1929 and is thus clearly distinct from the central authority of the Roman Catholic Church.
16. (a) See Matthew 9:9 for the way Matthew immediately left the customs house at Jesus’ call.

17. (d) Miss Day died in 1980. Her Catholic Worker newspaper is still published today and sells for a penny a copy.

18. (c) “Mendel’s Law” is named after Gregor Mendel (1822-1884), who made his discoveries by observation and experimentation with pea plants in the monastery garden.

19. (a) The Spanish soldiers were followed by Franciscan missionaries.

20. (b) The Creed was formulated at the Council of Nicea, which was convened by Emperor Constantine in 325.

