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1. The two Old Testament figures who appeared with Our Lord at the Transfiguration were (a) Moses and Elijah; (b) Abraham and Isaac; (c) Ruth and Boaz; (d) Peter and Paul

2. The first Christian writer who urged the abolishment of slavery was (a) St. Paul; (b) St. John of the Cross; (c) St. Patrick; (d) St. Thérèse the Little Flower

3. The Jewish leader who offered his own tomb for the burial of Jesus was (a) Pontius Pilate; (b) Caiaphas; (c) Herod Antipas; (d) Joseph of Arimathea

4. The symbolic action ritually observed by Catholics only on Holy Thursday is (a) the washing of feet; (b) confirmation; (c) extreme unction; (d) Stations of the Cross

5. The term for a person who might likely be elected pope is (a) papal nuncio; (b) papabile; (c) popemobile; (d) paraclete

6. The traditional gesture that symbolizes the conferring of ministry is (a) genuflection before the altar; (b) kissing the bishop’s ring; (c) the laying on of hands; (d) crossing oneself with holy water

7. On or about his 75th birthday, a bishop is expected to (a) receive a bonus; (b) offer his resignation to the pope; (c) become a cardinal; (d) move to a new diocese

8. Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of me” (a) at the Last Supper; (b) on Mt. Calvary; (c) in the Beatitudes; (d) just before he ascended into heaven

9. The saint who is called the patron of the universal Church is (a) Dominic Savio; (b) Joseph; (c) Christina the Astonishing; (d) Teresa of Ávila

10. The shout that greeted Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem before the Passover was (a) Hosanna! (b) Crucify him! (c) Alleluia! (d) Glory!

11. The parents of John the Baptist were Elizabeth and (a) Amos; (b) Peter; (c) Zechariah; (d) Zerubbabel

12. The community of Jews described in the Dead Sea Scrolls is known as the (a) Essenes; (b) Sadducees; (c) Herodians; (d) Maccabees

13. The Jewish feast that remembers Israel’s release from slavery in Egypt is (a) Hanukkah; (b) the Feast of Booths; (c) Passover; (d) Yom Kippur

14. Jesus said that the one to throw the first stone at the woman who had been caught in adultery should be (a) her partner in adultery; (b) the one without sin; (c) the chief priest; (d) the oldest rabbi present

15. In the late 1900s a group of young people reported having visions of the Blessed Mother in (a) Medjugorje, Bosnia-Herzegovina; (b) Lourdes, France; (c) Fatima, Portugal; (d) Knock, Ireland

16. The standard Latin translation of the Bible is known as the (a) New American Bible; (b) Jerusalem Bible; (c) King James Bible; (d) Vulgate

17. Denial of the existence of God is called (a) altruism; (b) atheism; (c) agnosticism; (d) pantheism

18. In the past, the country from which the most cardinals were chosen was (a) Spain; (b) the United States; (c) France; (d) Italy

19. The Aramaic word for “father” is (a) abba; (b) pater; (c) mater; (d) alleluia

20. The feast the Church observes on March 25 is (a) All Saints; (b) the Ascension; (c) the Assumption; (d) the Annunciation of the Lord
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1. (a) Moses and Elijah, the two towering figures representing the Law and the Prophets, appeared in the Transfiguration scene given in Matthew 17:3.

2. (c) Patrick (c. 385-461), himself kidnapped and sold into slavery as a young boy, knew from experience what it was like to be treated as the property of another human being.

3. (d) It took great courage for Joseph of Arimathea to come forward and offer his own tomb for the burial of Jesus, who had been executed as a common criminal (Matthew 27:57; Mark 15:42-43; Luke 23:50-51; John 19:38).

4. (a) Footwashing is a sign of servant leadership in the Church, modeled on Jesus’ actions in John 13:1-15.

5. (b) Pope watchers and reporters like to guess about who might be elected the next pope, but, as history has shown, only the Holy Spirit knows.

6. (c) The laying on of hands dates from both ancient Israel and the early Church. See Acts 13:3, where Paul and Barnabas are sent forth.

7. (b) Bishops are expected to retire around the age of 75 (Canon n. 401).

8. (a) As part of the institution of the Eucharist at the Last Supper, Jesus says, “Do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11: 24).

9. (b) St. Joseph, the spouse of Mary, is the patron of the universal Church, of carpenters and workers, and of a happy death. His feast day is March 19.

10. (a) Shouts of “Hosanna!” (Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9; John 12:13) greeted Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. “Hosanna” means “Save us, we pray!” The Gospel reading during the procession with palms on Palm Sunday is about Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.

11. (c) Zechariah (or Zachary) was the father of John the Baptist. After John’s birth Zechariah praised God in a song of praise called the “Canticle of Zechariah,” or the “Benedictus” (Luke 1:68-79) which is prayed each day by the Church as part of Morning Prayer.

12. (a) The Dead Sea Scrolls represent a portion of the library of the Essenes, a group that lived a highly structured life in the desert from the second century b.c. to the second century a.d.

13. (c) The English word comes from the Hebrew word pesah, and refers to death passing over the homes of the Israelites when the rest of Egypt was struck down (Exodus 12:13).

14. (b) After Jesus’ challenge, John’s Gospel (8:3-9) reports that everyone walked away.

15. (a) From 1981 visionaries reported seeing the Virgin Mary at Medjugorje. The shrine there continues to attract pilgrims.

16. (d) “Vulgate” is from the Latin word for “of the people.” St. Jerome (341-420) is responsible for the first Latin translation of the Bible.

17. (b) “Atheism” comes from the Greek words for god (theos) and the prefix a (“without”).

18. (d) Pope John Paul II has purposefully chosen cardinals from all over the world to form the most international distribution of the College of Cardinals in the history of the Church.

19. (a) Jesus used the word Abba when he called out to his Father in an intimate and familiar way during the great crises in his life, as during his agony in the garden (Mark 14:36).

20. (d) One of the most important solemnities on the Church calendar, the Annunciation celebrates the angel Gabriel’s visit to Mary and her answer: “May it be done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).

