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1. St Paul (a) is the central personality in the New Testament book Acts of the Apostles; (b) is noted as the author of 13 letters in the New Testament; (c) is known as the “Apostle to the Gentiles”; (d) all of the above

2. The Mohawk Indian convert who was the first Native American to be beatified is (a) Kateri Tekakwitha; (b) Chief Red Cloud; (c) Geronimo; (d) Chief Seattle

3. Jesus’ return to heaven after his death and resurrection is called the (a) Assumption; (b) Ascension; (c) Passion; (d) Nativity

4. A work of art that shows Mary holding the dead body of Jesus is known as (a) a mandala; (b) an ecce homo; (c) a pietà; (d) a mobile

5. The mystery of the rosary that does not belong to the Glorious Mysteries is the (a) Ascension; (b) Resurrection; (c) Nativity of Our Lord; (d) Assumption 

6. The word “Triduum” refers to (a) all things that pertain to the Trinity; (b) the time from sunset Holy Thursday to sunset Easter Sunday; (c) the Council of Trent; (d) the spear carried by the Roman centurion who pierced the side of Jesus as he hung dying on the cross

7. The use of incense in the liturgy (a) is a reminder of prayer rising to heaven; (b) honors people and sacred objects at worship services; (c) comes into Church use from both pagan and Jewish traditions; (d) all of the above

8. The prayer that begins “Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary” is the (a) Hail Holy Queen; (b) Lord’s Prayer; (c) Memorare; (d) Grace Before Meals

9. A holy day of obligation that has been moved to a Sunday in many dioceses is (a) the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord; (b) the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God; (c) the Solemnity of the Assumption; (d) the Solemnity of the Ascension 

10. The Catholic author of The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings was (a) J. R. R. Tolkien; (b) J. K. Rowling; (c) G. K. Chesterton; (d) P. D. Q. Bach

11. The Nicene Creed that we recite at Sunday Mass describes which person of the Trinity as “the Lord, the giver of life”? (a) God the Father; (b) God the Son; (c) God the Holy Spirit; (d) none of the above

12. The Polish nun canonized in 2000, St. Faustina Kowalska, originated the devotion known as (a) the Divine Mercy; (b) Benediction; (c) Transcendental Meditation; (d) Centering Prayer

13. According to tradition, the Apostle who was crucified upside down was (a) Paul; (b) James; (c) Jude; (d) Peter

14. The liturgical feast that we celebrate 50 days after Easter is  (a) Pentecost; (b) the Transfiguration; (c) Trinity Sunday; (d) the Assumption

15. The liturgical color for Pentecost is (a) purple; (b) rose; (c) red; (c) gold

16. A miter is (a) Canon Law’s word for invincible ignorance; (b) the tall spire on a steeple; (c) a tall hat worn by a bishop; (d) a corporal work of mercy

17. The New Testament book Acts of the Apostles was written by (a) St. Paul; (b) St Luke; (c) St. Mark; (d) St. Matthias

18. Agnus Dei is the Latin for (a) Lord, I am not worthy; (b) Holy, Holy, Holy; (c) Glory to God; (d) Lamb of God

19. The Hispanic organizer of California’s migrant farm workers who led boycotts of non-union supermarket produce in the 1960s and 1970s was (a) Antonio Banderas; (b) Cesar Chavez; (c) Ivan Ilitch; (d) Fidel Castro

20. Moses’ assistant who led the Israelites into the promised land after Moses died at the age of 120 was (a) Joshua; (b) Samson; (c) David; (d) Hezekiah
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1. (d) Paul wrote letters to stay in touch with and support the communities he established. His writings greatly influenced St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas, and other significant Christian thinkers. The Church’s debt to Paul’s missionary zeal cannot be overestimated.

2. (a) Called the “Lily of the Mohawks,” Kateri (1656-1680) lived a life of prayer and caring for the sick and aged in a village near Montreal. Pope John Paul II beatified her on June 30, 1980.

3. (b) The Ascension, a holy day of obligation, is celebrated 40 days after the Resurrection, usually observed on the Thursday before the Seventh Sunday of Easter. The story of the Ascension is told in Acts 1:6-12.

4. (c) The most famous pietà (from the Italian word for “pity”) is Michelangelo’s (1475-1564) La Pietà, located in St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City.

5. (c) The Nativity is traditionally the third Joyful Mystery. The remaining Glorious Mysteries are the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles (Pentecost) and the Coronation of Mary.

6. (b) From two Latin words: tres (three) and dies (days). The Easter Triduum is considered to be the holiest three days of the liturgical year.

7. (d) Symbolically, the burning of incense represents fervor of our faith; its fragrance represents our Christian virtue; its smoke represents the rising of our prayer to God. In general, incense is used more often in Eastern churches than in the West.

8. (c) It is thought that this beautiful prayer was written by St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153).

9. (d) To allow more people to celebrate the Ascension, many dioceses have moved this holy day of obligation from the fortieth day after Easter (always a Thursday) to the following Sunday.

10. (a) John Ronald Reuel Tolkien (1892-1973), whose books have been made into movies, used fantasy-writing to explore religious values.

11. (c) Listen carefully the next time you go to Mass for the Holy Spirit’s “job description.”

12. (a) St. Faustina (1905-1938) was given an overwhelming insight of God’s mercy flowing through the heart of Christ. We celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday the first Sunday following Easter.

13. (d) Legend says that Peter claimed he was not worthy to die the same way Jesus did, and requested to be crucified upside down. It is generally accepted that he was martyred during the reign of Nero (54-68).

14. (a) Pentecost, the celebration of the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles, is often referred to as the birthday of the Church. The word “pentecost” comes from the Greek word for “fifty.” 

15. (c) Traditionally, red, the color of blood, represents life. The descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost brought life to the community of Jesus’ believers. They were ready to spread the teachings of Jesus to the ends of the earth. 

16. (c) The miter is two pieces of stiff triangular-shaped material attached at the side to form a headdress. Reference to Israelite priests wearing such garb can be found in Exodus 39:28. In about the twelfth century it became the custom for bishops to wear the miter as a distinctive headdress. 

17. (b) Acts picks up where Luke’s Gospel leaves off.

18. (d) Today, the Lamb of God is sung or spoken in English at Mass while the priest breaks the consecrated host. The Lamb of God ends with “grant us peace” (dona nobis pacem).

19. (b) A deeply religious man influenced by Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr., Chavez (1927-1993) accompanied his protests with fasting and daily Mass.

20. (a) Moses saw the promised land but never entered it. Before he died, Moses blessed Joshua, and God gave Joshua wisdom to lead the people across the Jordan River (Deuteronomy 32:48-52, 34:9).

