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1. The pope who was awarded the U.S. Presidential Medal of Freedom was (a) Gregory the Great; (b) John XXIII; (c) Leo the Great; (d) Peter II

2. The words Cuerpo de Cristo mean (a) Body of Christ; (b) Blood of Christ; (c) Church of Christ; (d) Faith of Christ

3. A permanent split within the Church is known as (a) a schism; (b) an iconoclasm; (c) an exorcism; (d) a tiff

4. God promised “Your descendants shall be as many as the stars of heaven” to (a) Cain; (b) Jacob; (c) Isaac; (d) Abraham (Abram)

5. The “Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit” is a type of prayer called (a) a Confiteor; (b) an absolution; (c) a doxology; (d) a penitential rite

6. On May 1 Catholics observe the feast of (a) Joseph the Worker; (b) All Saints; (c) the Assumption; (d) the Annunciation

7. The book of the Bible that could be called Book Two of Luke’s Gospel is (a) Revelation; (b) Galatians; (c) Romans; (d) Acts of the Apostles

8. The day the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples in the upper room is called (a) Ordinary Time; (b) Advent; (c) Pentecost; (d) Christ the King

9. The qualities of prudence, justice, temperance, and fortitude are traditionally known as the (a) cardinal virtues; (b) gifts of the Holy Spirit; (c) corporal works of mercy; (d) spiritual works of mercy

10. On May 13, 1981, Pope John Paul II (a) received the Nobel Prize; (b) became a priest; (c) narrowly escaped assassination; (d) released his first CD

11. The first Sunday after Easter is known as (a) Pentecost; (b) Divine Mercy Sunday; (c) Ascension; (d) Corpus Christi

12. The name Notre Dame means (a) Our Lady; (b) Sorrowful Mother; (c) Virgin Mary; (d) Immaculate Conception

13. St. Alphonsus Liguori was the founder of the (a) Jesuits; (b) Dominicans; (c) Redemptorists; (d) Franciscans

14. The priest who gave his life in exchange for the life of another prisoner at the concentration camp Auschwicz was (a) Fulton J. Sheen; (b) Maximilian Kolbe; (c) John Vianney; (d) Charles Borromeo

15. The Greek letters used as the first two letters for “Christ” are (a) chi and rho; (b) alpha and beta; (c) sigma and phi; (d) kappa and mu

16. Of the following, the one not necessary for a good confession is (a) sorrow for sin; (b) confession of sin to a priest; (c) confession to the person offended; (d) penance done, as given by the priest

17. St. Joan of Arc was burned at the stake in 1431 on a charge of (a) heresy; (b) civil disobedience; (c) perjury; (d) theft

18. Chronologically, the last mention of the Blessed Mother in the New Testament is (a) finding the boy Jesus in the Temple; (b) at the foot of the cross; (c) spreading the good news of the Resurrection; (d) in the upper room at Pentecost

19 The saint who is not considered one of the great saints of Ireland is (a) Anskar; (b) Patrick; (c) Brigid; (d) Columban

20. The Apostle traditionally associated with visiting India was (a) Peter; (b) Thomas; (c) Judas; (d) John
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1. (b) This honor, the highest civilian award in the United States, was posthumously awarded on December 6, 1963, by President Lyndon Johnson for John XXIII’s behind-the-scenes influence during the Cuban Missile Crisis.

2. (a) Cuerpo de Cristo is Spanish for “Body of Christ,” a phrase made more familiar by the growing Hispanic community in the U.S. Church.

3. (a) From the Greek word for “split,” a schism is a formal break-off of a group from Church unity, as in the Great Western Schism (1378-1417), when there were several men who claimed the papacy.

4. (d) This unconditional promise was made in Genesis 15:5, and so we call Abraham the father of our faith.

5. (c) From the Greek words doxa (“glory”) and logos (“word”), a doxology is a short prayer of praise.

6. (a) This feast was changed from the third Wednesday after Easter to May 1 to counteract the influence of communist celebrations of May 1, and to advance the dignity of human work.

7. (d) Luke is the author of both his Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, which can be found following the Gospel of John in the New Testament. It is generally accepted that the book was written after the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple (80-90 a.d.), and it gives an account of the how the Holy Spirit led the early Church. 

8. (c) Pentecost comes from the Greek word for “fifty.” Pentecost occurs 50 days after Easter (Acts 2:1-41). Pentecost is often referred to as the “birthday of the Church,” because this is when the Apostles began preaching and teaching and spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ to the world.

9. (a) The word “cardinal” comes from the Latin cardo, which means “hinge.” The cardinal virtues serve as hinges for other lesser virtues. The list can found in the Book of Wisdom (8:7).

10. (c) Fired upon at close range by Mehmet Ali Agca, the pope was critically injured. He later visited his would-be assassin in prison to forgive him. 

11. (b) The Divine Mercy devotion, to foster the joy and mystery of God’s mercy, recently has been reinforced by the canonization of St. Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938).

12. (a) Notre Dame is French for “Our Lady.”

13. (c) St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787) founded the Redemptorists (Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer) at Scala, Italy, in 1732. St. Alphonsus is a Doctor of the Church and the patron of confessors. His feast day is August 1.

14. (b) In 1982, Franciscan Maximilian Kolbe became the first victim of the Nazi concentration camps to be canonized. In 1941, he asked to take the place of another prisoner who was condemned to die. His feast day is August 14.

15. (a) Chi (pronounced KEY) and rho (pronounced ROW) superimposed are used as an abbreviation for the name of Christ. This symbol for Christ is called the Chi-Rho.

16. (c) It is not required to confess the sin to the person offended, though in cases such as stolen goods or a slandered reputation, the sinner must make amends wherever possible.

17. (a) After a stunning military victory which eventually led to the defeat of England in the Hundred Years War, Joan (1412-1431) was betrayed to the English and tried for heresy and witchcraft. She was canonized in 1920.

18. (d) Acts of the Apostles (1:14) mentions Mary’s presence with the disciples praying in the upper room before Pentecost.

19 (a) Anskar (also spelled Ansgar, 801-865) was a Benedictine monk. He established the first Christian school in Denmark and is known as the Apostle to Denmark. His feast day is February 3.

20. (b) Called “Didymus” (Greek for “twin”), Thomas is popularly considered the founder of the Malabar Christians of India, who are also called St. Thomas Christians. Legend says that the Apostle was martyred near modern-day Madras.
