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1. “They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the ___ they saw the child with Mary his mother” (Matthew 2:10-11).

a) city  b) stable  c) house  d) Temple

2. In the story of the Wedding Feast at Cana (John 2:1-11), who of the following does not have a speaking part?  a) Peter  b) Jesus  c) the headwaiter  d) Mary

3. During Mass, the Lord’s Prayer takes place within the  a) Concluding Rite  

b) Communion Rite  c) Eucharistic Prayer  d) Presentation of the Gifts

4. This saint was nicknamed “Dumb Ox” when he was in college. 

a) Augustine  b) Origen  c) Ignatius  d) Thomas Aquinas

5. This pope moved the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, to January 1.

a) Paul VI  b) John Paul II  c) John XXIII  d) Pius X

6. In 1828, this woman and her companions established the first Catholic school for African-American children in the United States.  a) Angela Merici   

b) Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange  c) Mother Catherine McAuley  d) Mother May I 

7. In the Eastern Catholic Church, these two Sacraments are conferred by the priest when an infant is baptized.  a) Penance, Confirmation  b) Penance, Eucharist  c) Anointing of the Sick, Confirmation d) Confirmation, Eucharist.

8. The eremitic life refers to the life lived by those who are

a) consecrated virgins  b) martyrs  c) cloistered monks  d) hermits

9. In the prayer of absolution in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the priest says: “Through the ministry of the Church, may God give you   

a) pardon and peace”  b) peace and quiet”  c) courage and strength”  d) wisdom and understanding” 

10. During the Cold War, Catholics commonly prayed for the ___ of Russia.

a) defeat  b) elimination  c) conversion  d) sanctification

11. The Catechism of the Catholic Church  teaches us that “everyone should look upon his neighbor (without any exception) as  a) another self”  

b) an obstacle”  c) an equal”  d) more important than ourselves”

12. The “interior Master of Christian prayer,” according to the Catechism, is

a) St. Francis of Assisi  b) St. John of the Cross  c) the Holy Spirit  d) the pope

13. “Our help is in the name of the Lord  a) let us rejoice and be glad”  

b) now and forever”  c) have mercy on us”  d) who made heaven and earth”

14. No part of the season of Lent ever falls during this month.

a) February  b) January  c) March  d) April 

15. In the fourth verse of the hymn “We Three Kings,” we sing, “Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume, breathes a life of gathering

a) gloom  b) doom  c) broom  d) groom

16. This year, Madrid, Spain, will host

a) the Summer Olympics  b) an ecumenical council  c) the International Eucharistic Congress  d) World Youth Day 

17. While it is proper to genuflect before a tabernacle, it is proper to bow before

a) a baptismal font  b) an altar  c) a monsignor  d) a statue

18. The religious community formed by the teachings of St. Francis de Sales is known as the ___ of St. Francis de Sales.

a) Daughters  b) Oblates  c) Friars  d) Little Brothers

19. The Latin words Deo gratias mean  a) The Mass is ended  

b) Peace be with you  c) …and with your spirit  d) Thanks be to God

20. The Eucharistic fast is to be  

a) one hour before Holy Communion  b) three hours before Mass  c) from midnight of that day  d) twenty-four hours before Mass

ANSWER KEY

1. c) Despite most popular nativity scenes that show the magi arriving at the stable, Matthew’s Gospel describes the magi as entering the house where the child Jesus was with Mary his mother. 

2. a) Although John’s Gospel mentions the disciples as being present, the account does not mention anything they said.

3. b) The Communion Rite, which follows the Eucharistic Prayer, begins with the Lord’s Prayer. 

4. d) Apparently, St. Thomas Aquinas’s quiet demeanor during his college years was mistaken as ignorance. He sure showed them wrong, didn’t he.

5. a) Pope Paul VI moved the solemnity from October 11 to January 1 in order to end the Christmas Octave with a Marian emphasis and to connect New Year’s Day, the World Day of Peace, to Mary, the Queen of Peace. 

6. b) Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange was the foundress of the Oblate Sisters of Providence, the first congregation of women religious of African descent.  

7. d) The Eastern Catholic Church has kept the Sacraments of Initiation united. In the West, the celebration of Confirmation has been reserved to the bishop in order to emphasize the unity and universality of the Church.

8. d) Hermits practice the eremitic life in order to “manifest to everyone the interior aspect of the mystery of the Church, that is, personal intimacy with Christ” (CCC, n. 921).

9. a) When the priest offers the prayer of absolution in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, he prays that the penitent may receive pardon and peace from God.  

10. (c) Inspired by Mary’s message at Fatima in 1917, Catholics prayed that Russia would turn from Communism to her Christian roots.

11. a) See n. 1931 of the Catechism, which quotes Gaudium et Spes (Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, n. 27). 

12. c) See n. 2672.

13. d) This greeting and response is inspired by Psalm 124:8. 

14. b) The earliest that Lent can begin—Ash Wednesday—is February 4, with Easter being celebrated on March 22.  

15. a) The fourth verse of the hymn We Three Kings foretells the tragic death of the newborn King.

16. d) World Youth Day will begin in August.   

17. b) In addition to bowing before the altar in Church, Catholics bow their heads as a sign of reverence for the Eucharist when receiving Holy Communion. 

18. b) The Oblates of St. Francis de Sales were founded by Fr. Louis Brisson and Mother Marie de Sales Chappuis in 1875. An oblate is a person who is specifically dedicated to God’s service. 

19. d) In the Latin Mass, the assembly responds to the words “Ite! Missa Est!” (“Go! You are sent!”) with the phrase “Deo gratias!”—meaning “Thanks be to God!” 

20. a) According to the 1983 Code of Canon Law n. 919, Catholics are to fast “for at least one hour before Holy Communion from any food and drink, except for only water and medicine” (see n. 919).
