What's Your Catholic IQ?    by Joe Paprocki   Source: Catechist, November/December 2010

1. During Year A of the Church’s liturgical cycle of readings, the Gospel readings are drawn primarily from  a) Matthew  b) Mark  c) Luke  d) John

2. What did John the Baptist call the Pharisees and sadducees?

a) whitened sepulchers  b) righteous  c) big bad bullies  d) brood of vipers

3. Which of the following is not a part of the Mass?

a) general intercessions  b) Penitential Rite  c) preface  d) ciborium

4. “The glory of God is a human being fully alive.” This quote is attributed to which saint? 

a) St. Irenaeus  b) St. Francis  c) St. Nicholas  d) St. Margaret of Scotland

5. Pope Gregory III established November 1 as All Saints Day during this century:   a) fifteenth  b) eighth  c) eleventh  d) nineteenth 

6. On December 1, 1958, a tragic fire took the lives of 92 children and three nuns at Our Lady of the Angels Catholic school in the city of 

a) Chicago  b) Los Angeles  c) New York  d) St. Louis

7. The Church uses this word to describe the fact that “the Son of God assumed a human nature to accomplish our salvation in it.”

a) Annunciation  b) Incantation  c) Intinction  d) Incarnation 

8. What kind of oil is used in the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick? 

a) oil of catechumens  b) oil of the sick  c) sacred chrism  d) motor oil

9. Every manner of taking and using another’s property unjustly is contrary to this Commandment.    a) Third  b) Seventh  c) Sixth  d) Second 

10. This saint taught us to “pray without ceasing.”

a) Paul  b) John of the Cross  c) Teresa of Ávila  d) Ignatius of Loyola

11. A famous prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola goes by the Latin title of

a) Agape  b) Sushi Pray  c) Suscipe  d) Regina Coeli
12. A girl wearing a crown of candles is associated with the celebration of this saint’s feast.   a) Elizabeth of Hungary  b) Hedwig  c) Clare  d) Lucy

13. “O come, O come, great Lord of ____, Who to your tribes on Sinai’s height…”   a) sight  b) light  c) might  d) fright

14. In July 2010, an order of cloistered Benedictine nuns in France signed a deal to produce  a) an album of Gregorian chant  b) a reality TV show  

c) a documentary  d) a Christian rock album

15. The nine days of a novena are symbolic of the nine days that Mary and the Apostles waited in prayer between the ____ and (the) _____ 

a) Nativity/Presentation  b) Ascension/Pentecost  c) Crucifixion/Resurrection  

d) Transfiguration/arrest of Jesus

16. When Scripture refers to God as the “God of hosts,” the word hosts refers to

a) communion wafers  b) hosts of banquets  c) heavenly armies of angels  

d) creatures in which a parasite lives

17. The liturgical color for the Christmas Season is

a) white  b) green  c) pink  d) red

18. In the mid 1800s, the School Sisters of Notre Dame received permission to teach in Baltimore after receiving help from Fr. John Neumann, the provincial superior of this religious community.

a) Jesuits  b) Dominicans  c) Redemptorists  d) Franciscans

19. Mary’s words, “Let it be done to me” are captured in the Latin word

a) fiat  b) mazda  c) magnificat  d) mandatum
20. Saint Francis Xavier was an associate of this saint.  a) Frances Cabrini  

b) Ignatius of Antioch  c) Ignatius of Loyola  d) Jane Frances de Chantal

Answer Key
1. a) On the First Sunday of Advent this year (November 28, 2010), we begin a new Church year, Year A.

2. d) You can find this at Matthew 3:7, from the Gospel for the Second Sunday of Advent (December 5, 2010).

3. d) The ciborium is a liturgical vessel, a covered receptacle that holds consecrated hosts (the Body of Christ). The ciborium is usually kept in the tabernacle.

4. a) Saint Irenaeus was a second-century Catholic bishop in what is now Lyons, France. His feast day is celebrated on June 28. 

5. b) Gregory III was pope 731-741. In 835, Pope Gregory IV decreed that All Saints Day be a holy day of obligation. 

6. a) The fire also injured another 100 people. It was the third highest death toll from a disaster in a school building in U.S. history. 

7. d) The Incarnation refers to the Second Person of the Holy Trinity assuming human nature and taking flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary (see CCC, p. 515).

8. b) Catholic churches stock three oils: one marked OC (oleum catehumenorum or oil of catechumens), one marked SC (sacrum chrisma or sacred chrism) and one marked OI (oleum infirmorum or oil of the sick). The oil of the sick is used for the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 

9. b) The Seventh Commandment (You shall not steal) teaches us to respect the property of others. 

10. a) See Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians 5:17. 

11. c) The Latin word suscipe means “receive” and is most often associated with a prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola that begins with the words, “Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty….” The Venerable Catherine McAuley is also credited with a prayer referred to as the Suscipe (pronounced soo-shee-pay).

12. d) Saint Lucy (Lucia), whose feast is celebrated on December 13, was a third-century martyr. She miraculously survived attempts to burn her (thus the crown of candles) and, instead, her eyes were gouged out. For this reason, St. Lucy is the patron saint of those who are blind. 

13. c) We sing of God’s great might in this verse of the Advent hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 

14. a) Universal Music announced in July 2010 that they had signed a deal with the nuns of Abbaye de Notre-Dame de l’Annonciation, an order of cloistered Benedictine nuns near Avignon, France, to produce an album of Gregorian chant. The album is scheduled for release November 2010. 

15. b) Mary and the Apostles gathered and prayed intensely for nine days between Jesus’ Ascension and the Feast of Pentecost, in anticipation of the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

16. c) The Bible often refers to God as the “Lord of hosts” (see Psalm 24:10), referring to the heavenly armies of angels. At Christmas time, we recall that Jesus’ birth was accompanied by a “multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God” (Luke 2:13). 

17. a) White is a celebratory color as well as a color that symbolizes purity. 

18. c) Saint John Neumann assisted the School Sisters of Notre Dame after they were told to go back to Bavaria since they had not been invited by a bishop. 

19. a) Mary’s fiat (Luke 1:38) is recalled on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, December 8.  

20. c) Saint Francis Xavier is considered to be a co-founder of the Society of Jesus—the Jesuits—with St. Ignatius of Loyola. Francis’ feast day is celebrated on December 3.

