What's Your Catholic IQ?   by Joe Paprocki, D.Min.    Source: Catechist, October 2010

1. The first saint(s) invoked in the Litany of Saints is(are)    a) St. Peter  

b) Holy Mary, Mother of God  c) Holy Angels of God  d) St. John the Baptist

2. In the Catholic Church, the month of October is dedicated to

a) All Souls  b) Scripture  c) the Holy Rosary  d) the Eucharist

3. Of the following saints whose feasts are celebrated during October and November, who was a pope?  a) Leo the Great  b) Albert the Great  

c) Ignatius of Antioch  d) Charles Borromeo

4. When praying one full set of the Mysteries of the Rosary, how many Hail Marys will be recited?   a) 50  b) 212  c) 53  d) 13

5. The Cathedral Church of Rome is

a) St. Peter’s  (b) Castel Gandolfo  c) St. Mary Major  d) St. John Lateran

6. Along with John of the Cross, Teresa of Ávila is considered to be a founder of this religious order.   a) the Discalced Carmelites  b) the Disgraced Carmelites  c) the Avilanians  d) the Ursulines

7. In Latin America, All Souls Day, November 2, is marked by the celebration of

a) Las Posadas  b) Día de los Muertos  c) Las Piñatas  d) Mañanitas 

8. Before the Second Vatican Council, priests wore this color of vestment on All Souls Day.   a) violet  b) red  c) purple  d) black

9. The last Sunday in Ordinary Time is the celebration of this solemnity. 

a) Corpus Christi  b) Christ the King  c) the Most Holy Trinity  d) Mary, the Mother of God

10. During Mass, which of the following remains on the altar the longest?

a) ciborium  b) Lectionary  c) chalice  d) cruets

11. When the Third Edition of the Roman Missal is implemented in Advent 2011, which of the following prayers of the Mass will not be affected?

a) the Gloria  b) the Nicene Creed  c) the Lord’s Prayer d) the Sanctus (Holy, Holy)

12. “For all the saints, who from their ________ rest.”

a) labors  b) day jobs  c) transgressions  d) favors

13. The Church’s liturgical year begins with the celebration of this season.

a) Lent  b) Advent  c) Ordinary Time  d) Easter

14. “Where there is injury, _____, where there is doubt, _____; where there is despair, ____.”  a) faith, hope, love  b) healing, certainty, joy  

c) pardon, faith, hope  d) Father, Son, Holy Spirit

15. The Catechism of the Catholic Church refers to this form of prayer as a “gaze of faith, fixed on Jesus.”

a) vocal  b) contemplative  c) devotional  d) hypnotic

16. The Eighth Commandment warns that you shall not bear ____  _____ against your neighbor.

a) false witness  b) false arrest  c) heavy burdens  d) false identification

17. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by

a) a priest or deacon  b) any baptized Catholic  c) a bishop only  d) a priest only

18. In Catholic Tradition, spiritual, non-corporeal beings are referred to as

a) goblins  b) phantoms  c) angels  d) saints

19. These two Jesuit priests and martyrs are celebrated on October 19.

a) Jacques Marquette and Louis Joliet  b) Isaac Jogues and John de Brebéuf 

c) Ferdinando Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti  d) Meriwether Lewis and William Clark

20. In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus offers nine statements that begin with “Blessed are.” These statements are called the   a) Precepts of the Church 

 b) Theological Virtues  c) Lamentations  d) Beatitudes

Answer Key 
1. b) In the Litany of Saints, the first saint we invoke is Mary the Mother of God—considered the greatest of all saints.

2. c) October is the month of the Holy Rosary because the Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary is celebrated on October 7.

3. a) Leo the Great was pope from 440 to 461. Because of his great teachings, he is named as a Doctor of the Church. His feast is celebrated on November 10.

4. c) One full set of the Mysteries of the Rosary includes five mysteries. A decade of Hail Marys is prayed for each mystery (10 x 5 = 50) as well as the three Hail Marys prayed for an increase in faith, hope, and love at the beginning of the Rosary (50 + 3 = 53). 

5. d) Many people mistakenly think that St. Peter’s Basilica is the Cathedral Church of Rome. However, the Basilica of St. John Lateran, dedicated in 324, is the official Cathedral Church of Rome. The feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome is celebrated on November 9. 

6. a) Teresa of Ávila, whose feast we celebrate on October 15, dedicated her efforts to reform the Carmelites. The result was the establishment of the Discalced (barefoot) Carmelites in 1593. 

7. b) On Día de los Muertos, or the Day of the Dead, families gather to remember and pray for deceased loved ones. Festive home altars are erected with pictures of loved ones who have died, and picnics in cemeteries are common.

8. d) In keeping with the focus on the Resurrection, the color black was changed to white. 

9. b) The solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King, this year celebrated on November 21, represents the culmination of the Church year. The following Sunday, November 28 this year, is the First Sunday of Advent, marking the new Church year.  

10. c) A ciborium filled with consecrated hosts may be set on the altar shortly before Communion. The Lectionary, from which the Scripture readings are proclaimed, is never on the altar. The cruets containing wine and water are kept on a credence table. The chalice, however, is on the altar for the entire Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

11. c) For more information about the Third Edition of the Roman Missal see usccb.org/romanmissal.

12. a) The traditional hymn “For All the Saints,” often sung on All Saints Day, November 1, begins with the line “For all the saints, who from their labors rest.”

13. b) The First Sunday of Advent, this year on November 28, ushers in the new Church year in our liturgical calendar.

14. c) In the Peace Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi, we pray that we may be able to sow pardon “where there is injury,” faith “where there is doubt,” and hope “where there is despair.” We celebrate the memorial of St. Francis of Assisi on October 4. 

15. b) See n. 2715 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

16. a) This Commandment calls us to lives that honor truth and avoid dishonesty. 

17. d) Only priests are authorized to administer the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick because the celebration may include a confession of sins which only a priest can hear. 

18. c) The Catechism of the Catholic Church (n. 328) teaches us that angels are “a truth of faith.” We celebrate the memorial of Guardian Angels on October 2.

19. b) Isaac Jogues and John de Brebéuf, along with their companions, were the first martyrs of the North American continent

20. d) The Beatitudes (from the Latin word beatus which means “blessed” or “happy”) can be found in Matthew 5:3-12. This Gospel is proclaimed on the solemnity of All Saints on November 1.
