What's Your Catholic IQ?    by Joe Paprocki     Source: Catechist, September 2010

1. Which of the following is not mentioned in the Parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15:1-32)?    a) finest robe  b) new wine  c) a ring and shoes  d) fatted calf

2. In his letter to Philemon, Paul refers to himself, in the same sentence, as an ambassador for Christ as well as a  a) runner  b) boxer  c) prisoner  d) gladiator

3. The last word of the Nicene Creed, before the word Amen, is

a) ever  b) Father  c) us  d) come

4. Saint Paul’s conversion took place when he was on the road to this town.

a) Damascus  b) Emmaus  c) Ephesus  d) Decapolis

5. The first Catholic work written by an American Catholic and published in the United States (at Annapolis, 1784) was written by   a) Flannery O’Connor  

b) Kateri Tekakwitha  c) John Henry Newman  d) John Carroll

6. The patron saint of cancer patients is Saint 

a) Perrier  b) Pinot  c) Peregrine  d) Perugia

7. The Church sometimes refers to Mary, the Mother of Jesus, as the 

a) new Eve  b) old Christine  c) new day  d) new covenant 

8.  The Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist together form 

a) two distinct actions  b) one deposit of faith  c) one single act of worship  d) one, holy, catholic, apostolic church

9.  The virtue that moderates the attraction of the pleasures of the senses and provides balance in the use of created goods is 

a) temperance  b) fortitude  c) gluttony  d) prudence

10. “O my God, I am ___ sorry, for having offended Thee,”

a) hardly  b) partially  c) totally  d) heartily

11. According to the Catechism, prayer is the raising of one’s ___ and ___ to God.

a) head and hands  b) body and soul  c) past and present  d) mind and heart

12. This saint, whose feast we celebrate on September 27, was a French priest dedicated to serving the poor.  a) Vincent de Paul  b) John Vianney  

c) John Brebeuf  d) Jean-Baptiste de La Salle

13. “Lift high the cross, the love of Christ ___.”

a) we name  b) remains  c) prevails  d) proclaim

14. The 2011 World Youth Day will be held in this city.  a) Manila, Philippines  

b) Madrid, Spain  c) St. Louis, U.S.  d) Vancouver, Canada

15. In March of this year, the Vatican granted its recognitio, or statement of acceptance, of the proposed U.S. version of the new edition of this important book used at Mass.

a) the Bible  b) the Lectionary  c) the Book of Blessings  d) the Roman Missal

16. Which of the following is not a room or area in a Catholic church building?

a) presbytery  b) sacristy  c) baptistery  d) vestibule

17. This word is used to describe a Catholic cardinal who is considered a likely candidate for the papacy.

a) signorelli  b) papabili  c) mostaccioli  d) camerlengo

18. Saint Robert Bellarmine, whose feast we celebrate on September 17, belonged to this community.

a) Vincentians  b) Jesuits  c) Franciscans  d) Bellarmines

19. To “light a candle” for someone is to

a) curse them  b) wish them luck  c) pray for them  d) keep them warm

20. The white cloth used to wipe clean the communion cup containing the Precious Blood is called a  a) corporal  b) lieutenant  c) purificator  d) perferator

Answer Key 
1. b) This is the Gospel for the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time this year (September 12, 2010). 

2. c) Paul refers to himself as a prisoner for Christ in the Letter to Philemon (23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time this year, September 5, 2010), as well as in Ephesians 3 and 4 and 2 Timothy 1:8.

3. d) The Nicene Creed ends with the words, “…and the life of the world to come. Amen.”

4. a) Paul, then known as Saul, was on his way to the synagogues in Damascus in search of Christians when he encountered the Risen Christ on the road (Acts 9:1-8). 

5. d) Father John Carroll, later to become the first American bishop, wrote “An Address to the Roman Catholics of the United States of North America” in response to anti-Catholic attacks.

6. c) St. Peregrine was an Italian Servite who was miraculously cured of cancer the night before he was scheduled to have his cancerous leg amputated. His feast is May 1.  

7. a) Just as Eve’s disobedience enabled sin to enter into the world, Mary allows salvation to enter into the world through her obedience. 

8. c) Paragraph n. 1346 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us about the intimate unity between the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

9. a) Temperance, one of the cardinal virtues (along with prudence, justice, and fortitude), enables us to overcome the deadly sin of gluttony.

10. d) In the Act of Contrition, we acknowledge that our sorrow is sincere or, in other words, comes from the heart (i.e., heartily).

11. d) Paragraph n. 2559 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us that, through prayer, we raise our minds and hearts to God. 

12. a) Saint Vincent de Paul’s great dedication to serving the needs of those who are poor led him to found the Congregation of the Mission (Vincentians). 

13. d) In the traditional hymn, “Lift High the Cross,” we proclaim the love of Christ shown to us in his Cross. This hymn is most appropriate for the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 14). 

14. b) World Youth Day is celebrated every year in Rome. However, every two or three years, it takes place in a different city and country. WYD 2011 will take place in Madrid, Spain, in August 2011.

15. d) The changes in liturgical language in the Third Edition of the Roman Missal—the Sacramentary—will be implemented in parishes in the United States beginning with Advent 2011. 

16. a) The word presbytery may be used to describe the priesthood, a governing body of clergy, or a place where the clergy live (i.e., rectory).

17. b) The word papabili is an unofficial Italian word which literally means “popeable,” as in “one who is worthy to become pope.” 

18. b) Robert Bellarmine joined the Jesuits in 1560. He eventually became a cardinal and was named a Doctor of the Church in 1931, a year after his canonization by Pope Pius XI.

19. c) Catholics traditionally light vigil candles as an external expression of their prayer and concern for others. 

20. c) Combined with the effect of turning the cup after each sip, its metallic surface, and the alcohol content within, wiping of the communion cup with a purificator makes drinking from the communion cup less of a germ-passing hazard than shaking hands during the Sign of Peace.

