What's Your Catholic IQ?   by Joe Paprocki    Source: CATECHIST, April/May 2011
1. On Easter Sunday, the text of an ancient hymn that is read or sung following the Second Reading and just before the Gospel Acclamation is called the  a) Exsultet  b) Sequence  c) Reproaches  d) Third Reading

2. During the Easter Season, the First Reading at Sunday Mass is not from the Old Testament. Rather, it is from which New Testament book?  a) Revelation  b) Hebrews  c) John’s Gospel  d) Acts of the Apostles

3. This is the day the Lord has made, …

a) let us rejoice and be glad!  b) now and forever!  c) who made heaven and earth!  d) thanks be to God!

4. When the Renewal of Baptismal Promises takes place after the homily, the following is omitted:

a) the collection  b) Prayer of the Faithful  c) Profession of Faith  d) the rest of the Mass

5. In December 2010, a bishop in this state was the first to approve a Marian apparition in the United States.

a) California  b) Florida  c) Maryland  d) Wisconsin 

6. This saint was chosen to replace Judas as one of the Twelve.  a) Matthias  b) Matthew  c) Mateo  d) Marmaduke 

7. Catherine of Siena persuaded the pope to return the papacy to Rome from this French city.

a) Paris  b) Cannes  c) Avignon  d) Chartres

8. “If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in __ and your faith is in ___.”  a) vain  b) danger  c) memoriam  d) question

9. Which of the following is not a symbol of the Sacrament of Baptism?  a) oil  b) water  c) laying on of hands  d) white garment

10. This word describes the experience of being returned to right relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

a) personification  b) justification  c) detraction  d) redaction

11. This set of Mysteries of the Rosary is especially popular during the Easter Season.

a) Glorious  b) Luminous  c) Joyful  d) Sorrowful

12. The Feast of Pentecost is celebrated __ days after Easter.  a) 40  b) 72  c) 50  d) 30

13. “Ye sons and daughters of the King, whom heavenly hosts in glory sing, today the grave hath lost its __.”

a) ring  b) sting  c) bling  d) thing

14. This is the liturgical color for the Easter Season.  a) pink  b) violet  c) green  d) white

15. Which of the following words is not associated with Holy Week?  a) Magnificat  b) veneration  c) Exsultet  d) Mandatum
16. Saint John Baptist de La Salle founded a religious order that goes by all of the following names except

a) Brothers of the Christian Schools  b) Christian Brothers  c) Lasalette Brothers  d) Lasallian Brothers

17. The Daily Examen is a form of prayer developed by

a) St. Augustine  b) St. Ignatius of Loyola  c) Teresa of Ávila  d) Mother Teresa

18. The original Jewish feast of Pentecost took place 50 days after  a) the Exodus  b) Hanukah  c) Passover  d) Rosh Hashanah 

19. The Church uses the term neophytes to describe

a) aliens from another planet  b) those entering a novitiate c)  immigrants  d) those newly baptized at the Easter Vigil

20. Saint Thomas responded to the Risen Christ with the words  a) “It’s really you!”  b) “Let it be done to me according to your will.”  c) “He must increase and I must decrease.”  d) “My Lord and my God.” 

Answer Key 
1. b) The Easter Sequence is an ancient poem that summarizes the story of the Resurrection and is an integral part of the Easter Sunday liturgy. It also may be used at daily Mass during the Octave of Easter. 

2. d) Readings from the Acts of the Apostles provide us with a sense of the enthusiasm that the early Church had for proclaiming the Risen Christ to others. 

3. a) The refrain, “This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!” is taken from Psalm 118 and is the Responsorial Psalm for Easter Sunday.  

4. c) During the Easter Season, it is common for the priest to invite us to renew our baptismal promises after the homily. This is done in place of the Profession of Faith (the Creed) since, in renewing our baptismal promises, we profess our faith in the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, and the Church. 

5. d) On December 8, 2010, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Bishop David Ricken announced that he officially approved the Marian apparitions (in 1859 to Adele Brise, a young Belgian immigrant) at the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help at Champion in the Diocese of Green Bay, Wisconsin.  

6. a) The story of the selection of Matthias as Judas’ replacement is found in the Acts of the Apostles 1:15-26. The feast day of St. Matthias, Apostle, is celebrated on May 14. 

7. c) For almost 70 years (1309-1378), the papacy resided in Avignon, France, as a result of a conflict between the papacy and the French crown. In all, seven popes reigned from Avignon until Catherine of Siena persuaded Pope Gregory XI to return the papacy to Rome.

8. a) Saint Paul wrote about the centrality of the Resurrection for our faith in his First Letter to the Corinthians 15:17, reminding us that, without the Resurrection, his preaching and our faith are in vain. 

9. c) The laying on of hands is part of the Sacraments of Confirmation, Anointing of the Sick, and Holy Orders. 

10. b) Saint Paul used the word justification to talk about what faith in Jesus Christ does for us, bringing us into right relationship with God. (See Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 1987-1989.)

11. a) The Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary recount the following: the Resurrection, the Ascension, the Descent of the Holy Spirit, the Assumption of Mary, and the Coronation of Mary. The first three events recounted in the Glorious Mysteries are celebrated during the Easter Season, making this set of Mysteries most appropriate for the Easter Season.

12. c) The prefix penta is related to the number five as in the words pentagon, pentagram, etc. The Feast of Pentecost is celebrated 50 days after Easter and recalls the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and the early Church. This year, Pentecost is celebrated on June 12. 

13. b) These words are taken from an ancient Easter hymn titled “Ye Sons and Daughters” (or O Filii et Filiae in Latin). This verse echoes St. Paul’s words “Where, O death, is your sting?” (1Corinthians 15:55; originally Hosea 13:14), in reference to Jesus’ Resurrection.

14. d) The color white reflects our joy and hope in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

15. a) The Magnificat, Mary’s great prayer of praise, is associated with the season of Advent. The Veneration of the Cross is part of Good Friday; the Exsultet (Easter Proclamation) is part of the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday; the Mandatum (Washing of the Feet) is part of Holy Thursday. 

16. c) Saint John Baptist de La Salle founded the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools in 1680. This order is not to be confused with the Irish Christian Brothers founded by Brother Edmund Rice. Saint John Baptist de La Salle’s feast day is April 7.  

17. b) Saint Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits), encouraged his followers to pray the Daily Examen, a brief reflective way of prayerfully reviewing our day in order to recognize God’s presence in our everyday activities.  

18. c) For the Jewish people, Pentecost, or Shavu’ot, is celebrated 50 days after Passover as a celebration of the first fruits of the harvest and the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. For Christians, Pentecost celebrates the birth of the Church, the first fruits of the coming of the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

19. d) Throughout the Rite of Christian Initiation, those preparing for Baptism are referred to with specific terms corresponding to the period of the RCIA. They come as inquirers during the Period of Inquiry, are called catechumens during the Period of the Catechumenate, are referred to as the elect following the Rite of Election during Lent, and finally as neophytes following their Baptism on Holy Saturday. 

20. d) This Gospel (John 20:19-31) is proclaimed on the Second Sunday of Easter. Traditionally, Catholics silently pray these words of St. Thomas at the consecration during Mass.

