What's Your Catholic IQ?   by Joe Paprocki    Source: CATECHIST, February 2011

1. The feast day of these two brothers, Byzantine Greeks of the ninth century, is celebrated on February 14.   

 a) Valentine and Achilles  b) Alexander and Sophocles  c) Theophilus and Hippolyte  d) Cyril and Methodius

2. “O Lord, bless these ashes by which we show that we are __.”     a) dust  b) dirt  c) sand  d) sinners

3. Which of the following is not one of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary?

a) The scourging at the pillar   b) The laying of Jesus in the tomb  c) The crowning with thorns  

d) The agony in the garden

4. Which two popes presided over the Second Vatican Council?  a) John XXIII and Paul VI  b) Leo X and Pius X  

c) Paul VI and John Paul II  d) John XXIII and Benedict XVI

5. Holy cards, medals, scapulars, and crucifixes are examples of a) relics  b) Sacraments  c) ossuaries  d) sacramentals

6. Eastern Catholic and Orthodox churches celebrate the Divine Liturgy of this saint as their most common form of Eucharistic worship.    a) St. Basil   b) St. Constantine  c) St. John Chrysostom  d) St. Nicholas

7. The Jewish Passover prayer book is known as the   a) Talmud  b) Haggadah  c) Challah  d) Kabbalah

8. This religious order was founded by seven youths in the city of Florence in the thirteenth century.

a) Franciscans  b) Oblates of Mary Immaculate  c) Servites  d) Jesuits

9. This is Latin for “Our Father.”   a) Nostra Aetate  b) Pater Noster  c) Salve Regina  d) Dominus Iesus
10. This title, given to some priests, is an honorary one.   a) monsignor  b) bishop  c) cardinal  d) rector

11. In a Catholic church, a perpetually lit candle or lamp (usually in red glass) can be found near the

a) baptismal font  b) ambo  c) presidential chair  d) tabernacle

12. In November 2010, this bishop was elected to a three-year term as the president of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  a) Archbishop Charles Chaput  b) Archbishop Timothy Dolan  c) Bishop Gerald Kicanas  

d) Bishop Blase Cupich

13. Saint Bernadette Soubirous reported apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary in this town.

a) Fatima, Portugal  b) Lourdes, France  c) Tepeyac, Mexico  d) Medjugorje, Bosnia-Herzegovina

14. “A clean heart create for me, God; renew in me a steadfast ___” (Psalm 51:12).  a) love  b) heart  c) mind  d) spirit

15. “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” This brief prayer is known as the  

a) Act of Hope  b) Memorare  c) Jesus Prayer  d) Confiteor
16. How many Commandments begin with “Thou/You shall not?”    a) 7  b) 6  c) 4  d) 5

17. Following the Rite of Election, catechumens in the RCIA are referred to as  

a) Neophytes  b) Inquirers  c) the Elect  d) Candidates

18. Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving are referred to as the __ of Lent.  a) rigors  b) vows  c) disciplines  d) downers

19. How old was Abram when he answered God’s call and left Haran?  

a) 75 years old  b) 900 years old  c) 40 years old  d) 100 years old

20. When Jesus told Satan, “One does not live by bread alone,” he was quoting from this Old Testament book.    

a) Genesis  b) Deuteronomy  c) Numbers  d) Exodus
Answer Key 
1. d) Although February 14 is traditionally known as Valentine’s Day, commemorating St. Valentine, the official Catholic Calendar of Saints recognizes February 14 as the Memorial of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, known as the “Apostles to the Slavs” for bringing the Gospel to Slavic peoples. 

2. a) On Ash Wednesday (March 9 this year), when the priest blesses the ashes, we are reminded of our total dependency on God.

3. b) The “laying of Jesus in the tomb” is the Fourteenth Station of the Cross: Jesus is laid in the tomb. 

4. a) Pope John XXIII opened the Second Vatican Council in 1962. Pope Paul VI brought it to a close in 1965, after John XXIII passed away in 1963. 

5. d) Sacramentals—including objects and blessings—are given to us by the Church as “sacred signs which bear a resemblance to the sacraments” (Catechism of the Catholic Church,  n. 1667).

6. c) Saint John Chrysostom was Archbishop of Constantinople in the late fourth and early fifth centuries and is revered as a Doctor of the Church. 

7. b) The Haggadah is the Passover text used by Jews to celebrate the Seder meal. The word itself means “telling” and refers to the telling of the story, found in Exodus, of Jewish liberation from slavery in Egypt. 

8. c) The founders of the Servites are known as the Seven Holy Founders. It is said that the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to them and instructed them to withdraw from society and found an order dedicated to serving Jesus through her. 

9. b) In 2005, the Pater Noster was one of several basic prayers that Pope Benedict XVI urged Catholics to learn in Latin. 

10. a) While the titles deacon, priest, bishop, and cardinal all refer to titles which define faculties within Holy Orders, the title monsignor (meaning my Lord) is an honorary title bestowed on a priest by the pope upon request by the priest’s bishop. It is similar to the title Sir associated with someone who has been knighted. 

11. d) “In accordance with traditional custom, near the tabernacle a special lamp, fueled by oil or wax, should be kept alight to indicate and honor the presence of Christ” (General Instruction of the Roman Missal, n. 316). 

12. b) Archbishop Timothy Dolan was named Archbishop of New York by Pope Benedict XVI on February 23, 2009. Previous, he served as Archbishop of Milwaukee from 2002 until 2009. 

13. b) The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes is celebrated on February 11. Today, Lourdes, France, continues to be one of the most popular pilgrimage sites in the world. 

14. d) Psalm 51 is one of the most loved psalms in the Bible and is a most appropriate prayer in preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It appears nearly 20 times in the Lectionary as the responsorial psalm at Mass, including the First Sunday of Lent, Year A. 

15. c) The words of the Jesus Prayer are based on the words spoken by two blind men to Jesus in Matthew 20:31 as well as the tax collector in Luke 18:13. For many, this prayer is seen as a summation of the Christian faith: We proclaim Jesus by name to be the Son of God and the Anointed One (Christ), we proclaim him Lord of our lives, we proclaim his divinity (Son of God), we proclaim him to be in a position of judgment (have mercy), and we proclaim our own sinfulness in need of salvation (a sinner). 

16. a) See the “Traditional Catechetical Formula” on pages 496-497 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 

17. c) The Rite of Election, celebrated with the local bishop at the beginning of the Lenten season, marks the transition from the period of the catechumenate to the period of purification and enlightenment—the final phase before celebrating the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil. 

18. c) While conversion of heart is an interior matter, Catholics find that exterior practices both express and enhance that interior conversion. These disciplines “express conversion in relation to oneself, to God, and to others” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 1434).

19. a) Genesis 12:1-4 tells us the story of the call of Abraham to become the father of a great nation. 

20. b) Deuteronomy 8:3 reminds the people of Israel how God fed them with manna in the desert.

