What's Your Catholic IQ?   by Joe Paprocki,   Source: CATECHIST, March 2011
1. The Gospel readings typically used for the celebrations of the Scrutinies on the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of Lent are from this cycle.   a) Year A  b) Year B  c) Year C  d) Year D

2. This feast is celebrated March 25, precisely nine months before Christmas.  

a) Immaculate Conception  b) Assumption  c) Ascension  d) Annunciation

3. “Now is the acceptable time! Now is the day of ___.”   a) salvation  b) redemption  c) reconciliation  d) repentance

4. The First Reading on Ash Wednesday is taken from the prophet ___.   a) Isaiah  b) Jeremiah  c) Joel  d) Ezekiel

5. In addition to the Alleluia, this part of the Mass is omitted during Lent. 

a) Holy, Holy, Holy  b) Holy, Moly  c) Gloria  d) Agnus Dei
6. For the Elect in the RCIA, the season of Lent is referred to as the Period of

a) Purification and Enlightenment  b) Restitution and Relaxation  c) Reconciliation and Repentance  d) Engagement and Detachment

7. Saint Patrick was born in this country.   a) Ireland  b) Scotland  c) New Zealand  d) United States

8. The hymn “Were You There?” is sometimes referred to as  

a) an Irish folk song  b) a Negro (African-American) Spiritual  c) a Celtic Classic  d) an Appalachian Spring

9. Veronica, who wiped the face of Jesus (Sixth Station of the Cross), is mentioned in this Gospel.

a) Matthew  b) Mark  c) Luke  d) None of these

10. A Catholic may receive the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

a) only once  b) whenever he or she falls seriously ill or when an illness worsens after already receiving the Sacrament  

c) whenever he or she desires  d) only during the season of Lent

11. The Catechism of the Catholic Church  states that “The fifth commandment forbids the ___ destruction of human life.”

a) accidental  b) partial  c) intentional  d) diabolical

12. In preparation for receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Catholics are encouraged to undertake

a) a thorough physical examination  b) an examination of conscience  c) an examination of transubstantiation  d) a 30-day retreat

13. The Hail Mary draws from the greetings to Mary spoken by these two characters.

a) the angel Gabriel and Elizabeth  b) Anna and Joachim  c) Simeon and Anna  d) Joseph and John the Baptist

14. How many times does Joseph, the husband of Mary, speak in the Gospels?  a) one time  b) two times  c) three times  d) never

15. During Lent, the liturgical environment in church includes the following.

a) the color of purple  b) the color of gray  c) a giant wreath with 4 candles  d) lilies

16. In November 2010, eyebrows in the media were raised when the bishops of the United States hosted a conference on the following topic.  a) celibacy  b) exorcism  c) women priests  d) Harry Potter

17. Religious men and women with the initials MM following their name belong to the ___ community.

a) Mars and Murries  b) Eminem  c) Mary, Mother of God  d) Maryknoll

18. In the Gospel for Ash Wednesday, Jesus speaks of these Lenten practices.  a) confessions and Stations of the Cross 

 b) prayer, fasting, and almsgiving  c) abstaining from meat and going to Communion  d) adoration and 40-hour devotions

19. Which of the following is the name of a vessel associated with the Mass?  a) chasuble  b) stigmata  c) ciborium  d) oceanarium

20. An ancient and holy way of reading Scripture is known as  

a) Lectio Divina  b) Stabat Mater  c) Kyrie Eleison  d) Dominus Vobiscum
Answer Key 
1. a) These Gospels from Year A tell the stories of the woman at the well, the man born blind, and the raising of Lazarus. 

2. d) The Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord recalls the day on which Mary learned from the Angel Gabriel that she was to be the mother of Jesus. 

3. a) In his Second Letter to the Corinthians (6:2), St. Paul proclaims that “Now is the day of salvation!” This passage is part of the Second Reading for Ash Wednesday. 

4. c) This reading (Joel 2:12-18) sets the tone for Ash Wednesday. 

5. c) The Gloria is omitted during the Lenten season as part of the more austere liturgical tone that is appropriate to that season. Its return on Easter adds to the festive and joyful spirit of the liturgies of the Easter Season. 

6. a) This is “a time for spiritual recollection in preparation for the celebration of the paschal mystery” (Christian Initiation of Adults, n. 138).

7. b) Saint Patrick, the patron of Ireland, was actually born in Scotland. His feast day is celebrated on March 17.

8. b) During Lent, and especially during the Stations of the Cross, it is customary to sing the Negro (African-American) spiritual, “Were You There?” 

9. d) The story of Veronica wiping the face of Jesus is not found in Scripture but is rather part of the Tradition of the Catholic Church. The name Veronica means “true image.”

10. b) The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is not solely for those who are dying. It is a Sacrament of Healing and may be received more than once by those who are seriously ill or whose condition has worsened after already receiving the Sacrament (see Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 1514 and 1515). 

11. c) The Catechism discusses the prohibition against the intentional destruction of human life in its treatment of avoiding war (see nos. 2307-2317). 

12. b) An examination of conscience is a good way to call to mind our sins before approaching the priest in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Most examinations of conscience are based on the Ten Commandments. 

13. a) The Angel Gabriel greeted Mary with the words, “Hail, Mary, the Lord is with you” (Luke 1: 28) and her cousin Elizabeth spoke the words “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb” (Luke 1:42). These two greetings constitute the first part of the Hail Mary. 

14. d) The Gospels contain no words spoken by Joseph. Rather, he is portrayed as a man of deep faith who honors God through his faithful actions. 

15. a) Purple is the liturgical color of Lent, reflecting the spirit of penitence and the honoring of Jesus’ royalty that is appropriate to the Lenten season. 

16. b) The conference on exorcism was in response to a growing interest in the rite of exorcism as well as a shortage in the number of priests who are trained to deal with inquiries about exorcism and to perform the rite when needed. 

17. d) Maryknoll fathers, brothers, sisters, and lay missioners are dedicated to overseas mission activity on behalf of the Catholic Church. 

18. b) See Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18, the Gospel for Ash Wednesday. 

19. c) A ciborium is a chalice-like vessel with a cover, used to contain the Blessed Sacrament. The cover of a ciborium is usually crowned with a cross or other sacred image. 

20. a) Lectio Divina, or sacred reading, is a method of praying Scripture that involves pondering and praying over a brief Scripture passage. It includes four steps: lectio (reading the passage slowly); meditation (ruminating on the passage or word from the passage); oratio (speaking and listening to God); and contemplation (resting in God’s presence).

