What's Your Catholic IQ?   by David O'Brien    Source: CATECHIST, September 2011
1. The patron saint of schools is  a) St. Gemma Galgani  b) St. Augustine  c) St. Thomas Aquinas  d) St. Katherine Drexel

2. In John 17, Jesus prays for “them.” He is praying for  a) the Gentiles  b) his Apostles and all who would believe because of their preaching  c) those who don’t go to school  d) the Pharisees

3. This archbishop founded St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore, MD, and worked to fund Georgetown College (University), 

the first Catholic college in the U.S.    a) Joseph Ratzinger  b) John Bernardin  c) John Carroll  d) Ted Kennedy

 

4. 1 Corinthians 10:31 says “Whatever you do, do for the __ of God.”   a) gratification  b) glad tidings  c) goodness  d) glory

 

5. The word catechesis comes from the Greek word which means  a) to echo through oral instruction  b) to be a light 

 c) to present systematically  d) to teach the answers

 

6. Which Sacrament do most Catholics receive as babies?   a) Anointing of the Sick  b) Baptism  

c) First Reconciliation (Confession)  d) Holy Orders

 

7. The word diocese comes from the Roman emperor named  a) Dionysus  b) Diocletian  c) Nero  d) Domitianus

 
8. Which famous nun, who worked in India, said: “Let us always meet each other with a smile, for the smile is the beginning of love”?  a) Blessed Mother Teresa  b) St. Faustina  c) St. Teresa of Ávila  d) St. Thérèse, the Little Flower

 

9. Which Pharisee in John 3:1-21 talked to Jesus about being “born again”?   

a) Gamaliel  b) Caiaphas  c) Nicodemus  d) Joseph of Arimathea

 

10. Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is  a) at hand  b) not far off  c) coming soon  d) where people go after they die

 

11. The term early Church refers to  a) people who go to the 7 a.m. Sunday Mass  b) the years before any churches were built  

c) 50 a.d. to 100 a.d.  d) the time between Jesus’ Resurrection and the First Council of Nicaea in 325

 

12. St. Angela Merici taught the faith to young girls and founded the  a) Ursuline Sisters  b) Missionary Servants of the Most Blessed Trinity  c) Sisters of the Good Shepherd  d) Sisters of the Living Word

 

13. Which order of religious sisters does not teach in Catholic schools?  

 a) the Sisters of Christian Charity  b) the Ursulines  c) the Poor Clares  d) the Dominican sisters

 

14. Which of the following is not one of the seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit given to us at Baptism and sealed in us at Confirmation?   a) knowledge  b) understanding  c) fortitude (courage)  d) gentleness

 

15. Jesus said, “For this I was born and for this I came into the world, to testify to the __. Everyone who belongs to the __listens to my voice” (John 18:37).   a) truth  b) Church  c) Knights of Columbus  d) love of God

 

16. The __ is the official teaching office of the Catholic Church.    

a) principal’s office  b) superintendent’s office  c) pope’s office  d) Magisterium

 

17. In the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) n. 89, __are described as “lights along the path of faith, they illuminate it and make it secure.”   a) votive candles  b) dogmas  c) catechists  d) the saints

 

18. The bishops are the successors of the   a) cardinals  b) Apostles  c) saints  d) martyrs

 

19. Paul studied under the famous Jewish teacher   a) Abraham Heschel  b) Moses Malone  c) Gamaliel  d) Elie Wiesel

 

20. This first American-born saint established an order of religious women to teach and care for the poor. 

a) St. Katherine Drexel  b) St. Theodore Guerin c) St. Frances Cabrini  d) St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

 

Answer Key
 1. c) Saint Thomas (1226-1274) was canonized in 1323 and declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius V. A Dominican friar and a university professor, Aquinas wrote the Summa Theologica, a summary of theology. His feast day is January 28.
2. b) During the Last Supper, Jesus prays for all his disciples, the 12 Apostles eating with him and those who would believe down through the centuries.

3. c) Archbishop Carroll, the first American bishop, convinced the other clergy in 1829 that Catholic schools were “absolutely necessary” to teach the Catholic faith and to make Catholics equal members of society.

4. d) St. Ignatius adapted this Scripture into the Jesuit motto “For the greater glory of God” using the acronym AMDG (Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam).
5. a) The Greek word katekhein means “to sound over, to echo the oral teaching.”

6. b) Infant Baptism dates back to the early Church when entire households came into the faith together. It is one of the three Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.

7. b) Diocletian, the Emperor of Rome from 284 to 305, divided the empire into regional areas (dioceses) in an attempt to rule more effectively.

8. a) Mother Teresa founded the Missionaries of Charity in 1950, an order of religious women devoted to those who are dying, sick, and poor. In 2003, Pope John Paul II beatified Mother Teresa.

9. c) Jesus explained to Nicodemus that one must be born again of water and the spirit.

10. a) See Mark 1:15. The distinguishing characteristics of God’s kingdom are God’s unfathomable mercy and unconditional love.

11. d) The early Church experienced persecutions until Constantine legalized Christianity in 313. Constantine called the Council of Nicaea in 325 to settle debates about Jesus’ nature. The Nicene Creed we say at Mass comes from this council.

12. a) The Ursuline Sisters, named after St. Ursula, were the first teaching order of women established in the Church. They received papal approval in 1544.

13. c) The Poor Clare Sisters were started by St. Clare of Assisi (1194-1253). They live in an enclosed monastery, embracing a life of community, contemplation, poverty, and joy.

14. d) The Gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. These gifts are heroic virtues exhibited by Jesus. He shares them with us through the Holy Spirit so that we can live heroic Christian lives.

15. a) Jesus also says in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” Catechesis promotes the truth that Christ teaches in his words and in his person.

16. d) The Magisterium teaches through creeds, laws, dogmas, and the doctrines. These teachings build up the Church, govern the administration of the Sacraments, and correctly proclaim the gospel in every age.

17. b) Dogmas, revealed by God and taught by the Magisterium, hold the highest authority and are the central truths of the faith. For example, the Resurrection of Jesus is a dogma. Catholics adhere to dogmatic teachings.

18. b) The bishops, together with the pope, make up the Magisterium and share the authority to teach in Jesus’ name. “…[T]he Apostles left bishops as their successors” (see CCC, n. 77).

19. c) Paul studied “at the feet of Gamaliel” (Acts 22:3), a celebrated scholar of the Jewish law. Elsewhere, Gamaliel counsels the Sanhedrin to stay away from the Apostles, who were arrested for proclaiming the Risen Christ (see Acts 5:34).

20. d) Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton founded the Sisters of Charity of Saint Joseph and established a network of schools that became a model for parochial schools throughout the U.S.

