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1. When asked to remove the sign above the crucified Jesus that read “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews,” Pontius Pilate replied,

(a) I am who am; (b) What I have written, I have written; (c) Now he belongs to the ages; (d) See, I make all things new

2. Which of the following is not considered one of the major prophets?

(a) Hosea; (b) Ezekiel; (c) Isaiah; (d) Jeremiah

3. The words “You were sent to heal the contrite” can be found in the

(a) Eucharistic Prayer; (b) Responsorial Psalm; (c) Penitential Rite; (d) Gloria

4. The symbolic beginning of the Protestant Reformation took place when Martin Luther nailed his _________ to the doors of the Castle Church in Wittenberg.

(a) doctoral dissertation; (b) 95 theses; (c) 7 last things; (d) Augsburg confession

5. The oldest Catholic university in the United States is

(a) Xavier; (b) Notre Dame; (c) Gonzaga; (d) Georgetown

6. This saint is credited with convincing the pope to return to Rome from Avignon, France, in the fourteenth century.

(a) Catherine of Siena; (b) Teresa of Avila; (c) Agnes of Bohemia; (d) Isidore the Farmer

7. According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, ________ is the “reverse side” of the Good News of Jesus.

(a) mortal sin; (b) Original Sin; (c) Satan; (d) concupiscence

8. The Letter of James is often cited when describing this sacrament.

(a) Baptism; (b) Holy Orders; (c) Penance; (d) Anointing of the Sick

9. Which commandment forbids acts that lead to the enslavement of human beings?

(a) Eighth; (b) First; (c) Seventh; (d) Fifth

10. The words “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner” is known as the:

(a) Confiteor; (b) Jesus Prayer; (c) Nunc Dimittis; (d) Prayer of the Faithful

11. What form of prayer consists of a number of petitions and the frequent repetition of a response?

(a) convocation; (b) lectio divina; (c) invocation; (d) litany

12. How many days are in the Easter Season?

(a) 12; (b) 40; (c) 50; (d) 72

13. The Latin title for the Easter proclamation sung at the Easter Vigil is

(a) Resurrexit; (b) Exsultet; (c) Santos; (d) Angelus
14. Which of the following is not a Joyful Mystery of the Rosary?

(a) Annunciation; (b) Visitation; (c) Assumption; (d) Nativity

15. Another name for the Easter candle is the _________ candle. 

(a) Resurrection; (b) Eastertide; (c) salvific; (d) paschal

16. The tradition of blessing Easter baskets takes place on what day?

(a) Palm Sunday; (b) Shrove Tuesday; (c) Good Friday; (d) Holy Saturday 

17. Lent officially comes to a close on the evening of

(a) Holy Thursday; (b) Holy Saturday; (c) Palm Sunday; (d) Holy Tuesday

18. Easter is celebrated on the Sunday following the first _________ of spring.

(a) quarter moon; (b) high tide; (c) full moon; (d) night

19. Which religious community is credited with promoting the Stations of the Cross in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries?

(a) Franciscans; (b) Jesuits; (c) Dominicans; (d) Passionists

20. In Latin, the washing of the feet on Holy Thursday is referred to as the

(a) Asperges; (b) Mandatum; (c) Dona Nobis Pacem; (d) Saecula Saeculorum
Answers Key 
1. (b) Pilate’s words can be found in John 19:22.

2. (a) Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel are considered major prophets because of the length of their books, not because they are considered more important than the other prophets.

3. (c) These words may be found in Penitential Rite C.

4. (b) Luther nailed his 95 theses to the doors of Castle Church in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517.  

5. (d) Georgetown University (Washington, D.C.) was founded by the Jesuits in 1789.

6. (a) Catherine of Siena, who convinced Pope Gregory XI to return to Rome from Avignon, France, was canonized in 1461. Her feast day is April 29.

7. (b) At no. 389, the Catechism talks about Original Sin as the “reverse side” of the Good News of Jesus.

8. (d) In the Letter of James 5:14, we find the words, “Is any among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”

9. (c) At no. 2414, the Catechism forbids the act of buying, selling, and exchanging human beings like merchandise. 

10. (b) The Jesus Prayer is derived from the prayer of the blind men, “Have mercy on us, Son of David” (Matthew 9:27, Matthew 20:30) and “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me” (Mark 10:47, Luke 18:38).

11. (d)  In Christian worship, litanies consist primarily of invocations that praise the one to whom the litany is addressed. Each invocation is answered with a response such as “pray for us.” 

12. (c) The 50 days of Easter extend from Easter Sunday to Pentecost.

13. (b) The first words of the Exsultet are “Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult, all creation around God’s throne! Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! Sound the trumpet of salvation!”

14. (c) The Assumption of Mary is one of the Glorious Mysteries. 

15. (d) The word paschal refers to anything relating to Passover. Jesus’ death and Resurrection is our Passover—our deliverance from sin.

16. (d) The blessing of Easter baskets is especially popular among Catholics of Slovak background—Polish, Ukrainian, Czech, and Russian.

17. (a) Lent ends and the Triduum begins with the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday. 

18. (c) The Council of Nicaea in 325 decided that Easter is to be celebrated on the first Sunday after the full moon following the vernal equinox.

19. (a) When travel to the Holy Land became too dangerous following the Crusades, the Franciscans encouraged the Stations of the Cross as a substitute “pilgrimage” throughout Europe.

20. (b) The word mandatum is Latin for command and refers to the “new commandment” given by Jesus at the Last Supper after he washed his disciples’ feet (see John 13:34).
